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December 13, 2020

PRELUDE

“Prepare the Royal Highway”

Paul Manz

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Prepare the Royal Highway”

LSB 343

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502

INVOCATION
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the
People:
E Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION from LSB 366
Pastor:
O God our Father, since You have set forth the way of life for us in Your
beloved Son, we confess with shame our slowness to learn of Him, our
failure to follow Him, and our reluctance to bear the cross. All you,
beneath your heavy load, By care and guilt bent low…

People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Forgive us for the poverty of our worship, our neglect of fellowship
and of the Means of Grace, our hesitating witness for Christ, our
evasion of responsibility in Your service, and our imperfect
stewardship of Your gifts.
Who toil along a dreary way with painful steps and slow…
Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached others through us,
that we have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty in
condemnation, grudging in forgiveness, slow to seek reconciliation,
and unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought. Have mercy on us, O
God, according to Your steadfast love.
Look up, for golden is the hour, Come swiftly on the wing…
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the angels sing.
Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and
ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
E Amen.

THE INTROIT Psalm 85:8-9, 2–13; antiphon: Psalm 85:7
Pastor/Choir: Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation. Let me
hear what God the LORD will speak, for He will speak peace to His people,
to His saints; but let them not turn back to folly. Surely His salvation is
near to those who fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land. Yes, the LORD
will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. Righteousness
will go before Him and make His footsteps a way.
THE GLORIA PATRI

ADVENT KYRIE

The Kyrie Eleison (“Lord have mercy”) for Advent is drawn from the familiar Christmas tune
“Coventry Carol”, first written in 1534 at the time of Luther. The Hymn of Praise is traditionally removed
during the penitential seasons of Advent and Lent.

THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
O Lord, You lead us to see and believe in Jesus, the light of the world, grant
that we rejoice always in the new life that is ours; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
People:
E Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

(The day of God's favor and the promise of joy in the marriage supper of the Lamb which is to come.)

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the
year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who
mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of
a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD,
that he may be glorified.
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations…
8 For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall
be known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has
blessed.
1

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed
me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as
a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a
garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness
and praise to sprout up before all the nations.
10

Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

EPISTLE

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
(Rejoice, pray, and give thanks in all things for this is God's will.)

Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise
prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of
evil.
23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He
who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.
16

Pastor:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM @9:30/11am

“He Shall Feed His Flock”
(Messiah)

GOSPEL

G. F. Handel

Norma Sander, Alto

John 1:6-8, 19-28

(John the Baptist points to the One who is to come, of whom he is not worthy to untie His sandals.)

Pastor:
People:

6There

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.

was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light,
but came to bear witness about the light…

19And

this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed,
"I am not the Christ." 21And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am
not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 22So they said to him, "Who are
you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?"
23He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of
the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said."
24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, "Then why are you
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26John answered
them, "I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." 28These things took
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

CONFESSION OF THE LUTHERAN FAITH
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Mary, the most blessed virgin, did not conceive a mere, ordinary human
being, but a human being who is truly the Son of the most high God, as the
angel testifies.
He demonstrated his divine majesty even in his mother’s womb in
that he was born of a virgin. Therefore she is truly the mother of God
and yet remained a virgin.
On this basis, Christ performed all his miracles and manifest his divine
majesty according to his good pleasure, when and how he wanted to.
He did so not only after his resurrection and ascension, but also in
the state of his humiliation.
He had this majesty immediately at his conception even in his mother’s
womb, but laid it aside.
But now since he ascended to heaven, far above all heavens that he
might truly fill all things, he is everywhere present to rule, not only
as God but also as man, from sea to sea and to the ends of the earth.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

LSB 384

SERMON
OFFERTORY

“Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room”
Rev. D. Lee Andrzejewski, Head Pastor
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church

Isaiah 61:1

The offertories during the season of Advent will lead us to the manger, where God’s greatest Gift to the world
may be found. In response, we offer to Him our hearts and lives.

E Then entered in those Wise men three Full reverently upon their knee,
And offered there in His presence Their gold and myrrh and frankincense.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel!

Then let us all with one accord Sing praises to our heavenly Lord
That hath made Heaven and earth of nought And with his blood mankind has bought.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel!
GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift.
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.

VOLUNTARY

“Once He Came in Blessing”

Paul Manz

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
8:15/11am continues with the benediction

The Order of Holy Communion
@9:30am

THE PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they
might escape the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:
SANCTUS
tune: LSB 374

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25
THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19
Pastor:
The peace of Lord be with you all.
People:
E Amen.
THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29

LSB p. 198

E O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

Communion will take place in one line. Please keep six feet of social distance from other family units.
We have suspended the use of the common cup until further notice. Pastor will place the host/bread directly into the
hand. Where there is incidental hand-to-hand contact, pastor will sanitize before the next communicant.
For those with health concerns, there is gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available.

NUNC DIMITTIS Lk 2:29-32

LSB p. 199

E Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You spoke through John to point
people to Jesus, the Christ. By the power of Your Holy Spirit, work through
us to bear witness to Christ as well; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People:
E Amen.
BENEDICTION Num. 6:24-26
Pastor:
People:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you. The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give
you peace.

RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Once He Came in Blessing”

LSB 333

Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502

POSTLUDE

“Noel”

Alexandre Guilmant

Let Your goodness Lord appear to us, that we made in your image,
conform ourselves to it. In our own strength we cannot imitate
Your majesty, power, and wonder nor is it fitting for us to try. But
Your mercy reaches from the heavens through the clouds to the
earth below. You have come to us as a small child, but you have
brought us the greatest of all gifts, the gift of eternal love. Caress
us with Your tiny hands, embrace us with Your tiny arms and
pierce our hearts with Your soft, sweet cries.

~St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

 from HT balcony window

