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Midweek Worship 2 



 
Christmas Encounters 

Week Two: Trust for the Future 

Simeon and Anna 
December 9, 2020 

PRELUDE               “Une Vierge Pucelle”      Nicholas LeBegue 
("A Maiden Pure") 

 

AS WE GATHER: Have you ever heard an elderly person say “I just want to go home” and you 
knew that they weren’t talking about their home in Harper Woods?  Simeon and Anna, two 
elderly children of God, encountered their Savior, the baby Jesus, in a beautiful place, the 
Temple.  The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he would not face death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah and now he had.  Let us sing with Simeon, “Lord, now let your servant depart 
in peace… for my eyes have seen your Salvation.” 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN   “See amid the Winter’s Snow”         LSB 373 v. 1, 3 
This is an English Christmas Carol first published in 1858 by Rev. Edward Caswall. He also wrote “Glory Be to 

Jesus” (LSB 433) for Lent and “Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” (LSB 498) for Pentecost. 

 

 

 

 
 
INVOCATION Mt 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 



OPENING VERSES                 Ps. 118:25-28, Zech. 9:9b 
Pastor: Behold, your king is coming to you; 
People: righteous and having salvation. 
Pastor: Save us, we pray, O Lord! 
People: O Lord, we pray, give us success! 
Pastor: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
People: We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
Pastor: The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
People: Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
Pastor: You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
People: you are my God; I will extol you. 
Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
People: and to the Holy Spirit; 
Pastor: as it was in the beginning, 
People: is now, and will be forever. Amen   
Pastor: Behold, your king is coming to you; 
People: righteous and having salvation. 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION  “On Jordan’s Banks”         LSB 344 v. 1-2 

 

 

 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Having heard the hopeful message of Christ’s coming in the hymn, may 
  we approach the Father, asking for His forgiveness that our hearts might 
  be prepared. 
People: For Jesus said, “Come to Me all you who are weary and weighed  
  down, and I will give you rest.” 



Pastor: O merciful God, 
People: our celebration of holidays and festivals often reflects our sinful  
  nature.  We think about the wrong things, and sin against You by  
  what we say and do, and by what we fail to do.  Forgive us our sins, 
  for Jesus’ sake, and enable us by the Holy Spirit to sin no more. 
Pastor: God hears your confession and knows your struggle.  That is why He sent 
  His only begotten Son into the world to bring forgiveness.  This is the true 
  Christmas gift that God shares with us, and we must share with one  
  another.  God, in Christ Jesus grants us His joy and peace.  Therefore, as a 
  called and ordained servant of the Word I forgive you all your sins in the 
  name of the Father, and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, when you were brought to the Temple, Anna and Simeon 

trusted in you for their future 
People: Help us to trust in you for our future. 
Pastor: Your two elderly servants put their lives into your hands. 
People: Help us to put into your hands our bodies, souls, and all things. 
Pastor: Simeon and Anna had the sure hope of eternal life because their eyes had 
  seen their salvation in the baby Jesus. 
People: Help us to live our lives with that same sure hope that they had  
  because in your Word we have seen our salvation in that same baby 
  Jesus. 
Pastor: Enable us to prepare for Your coming with joyous anticipation.  Send us 
  now Your Holy Spirit that we may always say, “My hope is in the Lord.”  
  We pray in Your holy name. 
People: E Amen. 

 

THE FIRST READING              Luke 2:22-35 
(A Christmas Encounter with Simeon) 

 

    22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord") 24and 
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons." 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 
and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 



Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit 
into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according 
to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29"Lord, 
now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes 
have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel." 
      33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed." 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY      “Savior of the Nations, Come”         LSB 332 v. 1-2 

 

 

 
 
THE SECOND READING              Luke 2:36-38 

(A Christmas Encounter with Anna) 

 

    36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 
virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very 
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 
 



RESPONSE HYMN                  “Savior of the Nations, Come”        LSB 332 v.  3-7 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 3, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 
HOMILY 

Rev. Ronald Guettler, Cathedral Pastor 
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 

OFFERTORY 

 
VOLUNTARY                “On Jordan's Banks”      Paul Manz 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 

You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand  
  slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but  
  everyone to come to repentance.  2 Peter 3:9 
People: But he who stands firm to the end will be saved.    Matthew 24:13 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you 
  and be gracious unto you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
  peace. 
People:  

 
 
CLOSING HYMN             “Angels from the Realms of Glory”     LSB 367 v. 1, 4-5 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE                “From Heaven Above”           J. S. Bach 


