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Because  

I live,  

you also 

will live. 
~Jesus  
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May 17, 2020 

 

PRELUDE          “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”              Flor Peeters 
 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”      LSB 475 

 

 

 
Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 

INVOCATION Mt 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION   from Psalm 66, 1 Peter 3, and John 14 
Pastor: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Pastor: Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard,  
People: who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip.  
Pastor: Baptism...now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body   
People: but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the   
  resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Pastor: Jesus said, "Because I live, you also will live.  
People: In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I 
  in you." 



Pastor: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
People: that He might bring us to God. 1 Peter 3:18 
Pastor: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 
You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

People: O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 
us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 
sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 
of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us and has given His 
only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who 
believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 
promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is baptized shall be 
saved. Grant this, Lord unto us all.   

People: E Amen.      
 

THE INTROIT from Psalm 119:89–93; antiphon: Psalm 119:105 
Pastor/Choir:  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Forever, O Lord, 

your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. Your faithfulness endures to all 
generations; you have established the earth, and it stands fast. I will never 
forget your precepts, for by them you have given me life. 

 
THE GLORIA PATRI          

 
THE KYRIE Mt 9:27, 15:22 

E Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 



GLORIA Lk 2:14, Rev 5:9-14   “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise”       LSB 946 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

THE SALUTATION 2 Tim 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: 

    
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we 

may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding 
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: E Amen. 

 

FIRST READING               Acts 17:22-31 
(Paul preaches in Athens.) 

 
    22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: "Men of Athens, I perceive that 
in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and observed the objects of 
your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What 



therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the 
world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 
made by man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from one 
man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, 
in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not 
far from each one of us, 28for "'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even 
some of your own poets have said, "'For we are indeed his offspring.'  
    29 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or 
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead." 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                     1 Peter 3:15-22 

(Be prepared to give a defense for the hope in you.) 

 
      15But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to 
suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.  
    18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in 
which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not 
obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, 
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, 
which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as 
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who 
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers having been subjected to him. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL                John 14:15-21  
(Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.) 

 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
People:  
 
 

 
      15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for 
he dwells with you and will be in you.  
    18"I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world 
will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 

 
 
CONFESSION OF THE LUTHERAN FAITH  

The Small Catechism by Martin Luther. The Apostles Creed. First Article. 
 

Pastor:  What is the First Article of the Apostles Creed? 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
Pastor:  What does this mean?  
People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given 
  me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason  
  and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 
 home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and 
 daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from 
 all evil. 



All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to 
thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
This is most certainly true. 

 
HYMN         “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”        LSB 813 v. 1-5 

 

 

 

 
 
SERMON      “Connected to Christ, We Win”             1 Peter 3:18 

Rev. James Rolf, Cathedral Pastor 
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 

 
OFFERTORY Ps 51:10-12                   

E Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

 



 
GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 
Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 

You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.  

 
VOLUNTARY       “Now the Green Blade Rises”          Karl Osterland 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

Following our prayers, it is our beloved practice to offer the Lord’s Supper. 
Part of the call of the pastor is to be the loving and generous steward of the mysteries of God. 

It is a sacred trust. Since we believe in the real presence we are keenly aware that such strong medicine for 
the soul is for our good, but must be administered with great care. 

Throughout the ages, people have been quarantined with no access to the Lord’s Supper. Instead, they 
meditated on the Word, and fostered a holy hunger. It was not that His Word—apart from the Sacrament—

was enough, it was in fact more than enough to strengthen them as they waited for communion, 
the coming together, the consummation.  

 
BENEDICTION  Num. 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The  Lord lift his countenance upon you and give 
you peace.     

People:  
 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN         “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”        LSB 813 v. 6-7 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
POSTLUDE          “Fugue in C”               Dietrich Buxtehude 

("Jig Fugue") 

 

 


