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June 14, 2020 

A Service of Celebration at the Ordination of  

Jakob Alexander Andrzejewski 
PRELUDE         “Processional”      William Matthias 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN    “Crown Him with Many Crowns”        LSB 525 

 

 

 

 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 



ANTHEM              “Highland Cathedral”         Karl Osterland, Organ 
Ian Gruenhagen, Bagpipe 

OPENING SENTENCES (Rev. Nickel) 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
People: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
Pastor: I will speak of Your testimonies before kings, O LORD, 
People: and shall not be put to shame. Psalm 119:46 
Pastor: Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
  kingdom. Luke 12:32 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (Rev. Nickel) 
Pastor: Let us confess our sin to God, our merciful Father, today using words  
  adapted from Martin Luther: 
People: Dear Lord, we cannot count the sins that we have done and still do.   
Pastor: We have forgotten most of them and no longer feel our guilt.   
People: All that is in us and all power that is not grace is sin and is condemned.   
Pastor: Our works and our powers only make us despondent.   
People: We do not know what else to do but to hope and pray for Your mercy.   
Pastor: As grace and faith control us, we are devout through Christ.   
People: Where these fail us, we know and confess that nothing good is left in 
  us.  Without Your divine grace and power there is nothing good in 
  what we think, speak, live, and do.   
Pastor: But by Your grace all our sins are forgiven.   
People: This is the joy and comfort which I beseech You to grant to me, a  
  poor sinner. 
Pastor: God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and turn to Him.  

May He keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, lead you to greater faith 
and obedience, and bring you to live with Him forever. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: E Amen.  
 
OPENING PRAYER (Rev. Nickel)              Martin Luther 
Pastor: Lord God, dear Father, through Your Holy Spirit You have taught and  
  enlightened the hearts of Your believers.  Through the same Spirit give us 
  a right understanding, to be glad at all times in His comfort and power, 
  through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the  

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: E Amen.  



OLD TESTAMENT READING (Rev. Rolf)               Isaiah 12:1-6 
(The First Song of Isaiah) 

 
      1 You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry 
with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 
      2 “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord God is 
my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 3 With joy you will draw 
water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say in that day: “Give thanks to the 
Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his 
name is exalted. 5 “Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be made 
known in all the earth. 6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your 
midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING (Rev. Herzog)                 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

(Fight the good fight of faith) 

 
      11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the 
eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to 
all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good 
confession, 14 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he who 
is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has 
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. 
To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM          “The Lutkin Benediction”    The Andrzejewski/Niermann Chorus 
(with the absence of choral participation during this time of limited gatherings, we are including an anthem 

to be sung by Jakob and Rachel’s families, which was also a wonderful inclusion in their 2018 wedding) 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord lift his countenance upon you, and give you peace, 

and give you peace. The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious, and be gracious; 
the Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 



HOLY GOSPEL (Rev. Guettler)             John 21:15-19 
(Feed My Sheep) 

 

Pastor: The Gospel according to St. John, the 21st Chapter 
People:  
 
 
 

      15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He 
said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to 
him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he 
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to 
dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch 
out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to 
go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after 
saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 
 
 
THE APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 



THE TE DEUM   “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God”           LSB 941 
The reredos of Historic Trinity is an artistic depiction of the “Te Deum Laudamus” (“to Thee O God, we 

praise”). Authorship is traditionally ascribed to St. Ambrose at about 387 AD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 

SERMON    “Now is the Time”    John 21:17 
Rev. D. Lee Andrzejewski, Head Pastor 

Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Rev. Niermann)                 
Pastor: O eternal, merciful God, You have spoken through Your own dear Son, 

saying that the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few and that we 
would ask You, the Lord of the harvest, to send laborers into Your harvest. 
Hear now our prayer on behalf of Jakob, who this day is ordained and 
consecrated to be Your minister in the Church. Strengthen him mightily to 
take up the Word of truth and faithfully to administer Your holy 
Sacraments.  

People: Amen. 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, You gave Your own life to be a 

holy and perfect sacrifice for us and for our salvation. Grant Jakob a heart 
zealous for Your people and boldness to guide, comfort, admonish, and 
serve Your congregation with gentleness and wisdom. Fill him, Your 
undershepherd, with Your love that in Your name he will seek the straying 
and bear up the weak. Give him the heart never to grow weary in the 
service of Your flock.  

People: Amen. 
Pastor: O Holy Spirit, strengthen and keep Jakob in the Word of truth and life, and 

support him in every time of trouble and distress. Make his labors fruitful 
and, when the day of labor is ended, grant him to come with rejoicing 
before Your presence to receive with all the saints his portion in eternal 
salvation. 

People: Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Rite of Ordination 
Pastor-Elect Andrzejewski is presented before the altar. 

The Rev. Dr. John L. Heins, officiating.  
Rev. Dr. Heins ordained Rev. Darryl Andrzejewski on June 27, 1993. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, Jakob Andrzejewski has been called by the Lord of the 
Church into the Office of the Holy Ministry of the Word and Sacraments. He has 
been prepared for this ministry by careful study and prayer. He has been 



examined and declared ready and prepared to undertake this sacred 
responsibility, and, by the guidance of God the Holy Spirit, he has in the Church’s 
usual order been called to be Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church and School, 
Royal Oak, Michigan. According to apostolic practice, he is now presented to be 
ordained and consecrated to this office established by God. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O God, You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending 

them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a 
right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy consolation; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the institution of the Office of the Holy  
Ministry. 

 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send 
you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” John 20:21–23 NKJV alt. 

 

P Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the responsibilities of the Office of the 
Holy Ministry. 

 

“Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but 
eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the 
flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown 
of glory.” 1 Peter 5:2–4 

 
P Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the strength and promise God gives to 

those in the Office of the Holy Ministry. 
 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 
under people's feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and 
it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who 
is in heaven. Matthew 5:13-16 



P Dear brother in Christ, the Lord grant that you receive and keep these words in 
your heart so that you may be strengthened and encouraged in your labors. God 
gathers His Church by and around His Holy Gospel and thereby also grants it 
growth and increase according to His good pleasure. That this may be done, He 
has established the Office of the Holy Ministry into which you have been called by 
the Church and are now to be ordained and consecrated by prayer and the laying 
on of hands. 

 

P In the presence of this congregation and before our Lord God to whom you must 
give an account now and at the Last Day, I now ask you: Do you acknowledge that 
the Lord has called you through His Church into the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament? 

R  I do. 

  

P Do you believe and confess the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments to 
be the inspired Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

R Yes, I believe and confess the canonical Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 
God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

  

P Do you believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds, namely the Apostles’, 
the Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds, as faithful testimonies to the truth of the 
Holy Scriptures, and do you reject all the errors which they condemn? 

R  Yes, I believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds because they are in   
accord with the Word of God. I also reject all the errors they condemn. 

  
P Do you confess the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be a true exposition of Holy 

Scripture and a correct exhibition of the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church? And do you confess that the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the 
Small and Large Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise 
on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, and the Formula of Concord—as these are 
contained in the Book of Concord—are also in agreement with this one scriptural 
faith? 

R  Yes, I make these Confessions my own because they are in accord with the  
Word of God. 

  
P Do you promise that you will perform the duties of your office in accordance with 

these Confessions, and that all your preaching and teaching and your 
administration of the Sacraments will be in conformity with Holy Scripture and 
with these Confessions? 

R  Yes, I promise, with the help of God. 



P Will you faithfully instruct both young and old in the chief articles of Christian 
doctrine, will you forgive the sins of those who repent, and will you promise 
never to divulge the sins confessed to you? Will you minister faithfully to the sick 
and dying, and will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and ready ministry 
centered in the Gospel? Will you admonish and encourage the people to a lively 
confidence in Christ and in holy living? 

R  Yes, I will, with the help of God. 
  
P Finally, will you honor and adorn the Office of the Holy Ministry with a holy life? 

Will you be diligent in the study of Holy Scripture and the Confessions? And will 
you be constant in prayer for those under your pastoral care? 

R  I will, the Lord helping me through the power and grace of His Holy Spirit.  

 

(The candidate kneels) 

 

P Jakob Andrzejewski, I ordain and consecrate you to the Office of the Holy 
Ministry of the Word and Sacraments in the one, holy, Christian, and apostolic 
Church, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
P The Lord Jesus pour out on you His Holy Spirit for this office and work that you 

may faithfully preach the Gospel and administer the Sacraments. Amen. 
 
THE LAYING ON OF HANDS  
 
P [Jesus said:] “Peace be to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And 

when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” 

 
The assisting pastors each in turn blessing the newly ordained,  

adding an appropriate passage from the Word of God. 
 
P Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 

great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with 
everything good that you may do His will, working in you that which is pleasing 
in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
The newly ordained announces the blessing and benediction 

  



BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
Pastor: To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before His 
  glorious presence without fault and with great joy--- to the only God, our 
  Savior, be glory, majesty, power, and authority; 
People: through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!  
  Amen. 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The  Lord lift his countenance upon you and give 
you peace.     

People:  
 

 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN “The Church’s One Foundation”        LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
 



POSTLUDE   “The Church's One Foundation”                Charles Ore 
 

REVEREND JAKOB ANDRZEJEWSKI 
 

Born in 1993 in Goshen, Indiana, Jakob is the son of Rev. Darryl and Kristen 
Andrzejewski, the second of four children. He was blessed with a wide variety of both 
Lutheran and public education. From 1993-2001, he lived in Eastpointe, Michigan and 
attended St. Thomas Lutheran Church and School. 2001-2008, he lived in Allendale, MI 
where he attended and graduated St. John Lutheran School in Grand Haven, MI (2007). 
His first year of high school was at Hudsonville High School, but in 2008, moved to 
Canton, MI, where he was a 2011 graduate of Lutheran High Westland and a 2016 
graduate of Concordia University, Ann Arbor (BA, Pre-Seminary Studies, majoring in 
Social Psychology and Biblical Languages).  

It was at CUAA that Jakob met his wife Rachel Niermann, the daughter of Rev. 
Steve and Bonnie Niermann of St. John Lutheran Church and School, Napoleon, OH. 

Jakob began his studies at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana in 2016. Two years later, he married his college sweetheart Rachel on June 16, 
2018, followed by his vicarage at Trinity Lutheran Church and School in St. Joseph, MI. 

Rev. Andrzejewski received his call into pastoral ministry at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and School, Royal Oak, MI on April 29, 2020.  
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
Royal Oak, Michigan 

 
Our Lord established St. Paul in the heart of Royal Oak, Michigan in 1873. It began 

as a small wooden chapel that served as both a house of worship and a school. 43 years 
later, in 1916, a day school was constructed to further glorify God in the parochial 
education of his people.  

In 1918, St. Paul dedicated a new brick church building which still today captures 
undying beauty and outstanding craftsmanship. In 1959, the Lord blessed St. Paul by 
expanding the school in the addition of another school wing.  

In 2020, St. Paul celebrates 147 (and counting!) years. 18 pastors have served the 
Lord at St. Paul, including Rev. Ronald Guettler from 1970-96.  

For the first time in nearly 150 years, the church has called a pastor directly from 
the seminary, where Rev. Jakob Andrzejewski will be installed as the 19th pastor of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church and School.  


