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WEEK FOUR: 

A Bowl of Tears 



 

 
March 10, 2021 

Week Four: A Bowl of Tears 
Jesus Reveals His Betrayer 

AS WE GATHER 
In our Lenten Midweek services this year we are focusing on the tears we see in the Gospels, especially 
during Passion Week. Sometimes the character weeping is Jesus. Sometimes the tears are those of a 
disciple or someone else. Today it's the tears, the great sorrow, and the distress of the disciples as they 
hear Jesus say, "One of you will betray me." Which is worse? The grief over being told Jesus is going to die, 
or the fact that His death would be set in motion by one of them betraying their Lord? The tears will also 
be the inconsolable tears of Judas when he discovered the great tragedy he himself brought about. But the 
very sin that is at the root of our betrayals is taken to the cross by Jesus. Our very sin that caused our 
Lord's grief is taken away and forgiven by His passion, death and resurrection.  

 

PRELUDE 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN        “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”       LSB 425 

 

 

 
 
INVOCATION Mt 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 



 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Pastor: I cry tears to you Lord. Tears because I cannot speak. Words are lost  
  among my fears. Pains. Sorrows. Losses. Hurts. But tears, You understand. 
  My wordless prayer, You hear.  Lord, wipe away my tears. All tears not in 
  some distant day… but now… here… 
People: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor:  Jesus told His closest friends (His disciples), “This very night you will all 

 fall away on account of me, for it is written: ”‘I will strike the shepherd, 
 and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I have risen, I will 
 go ahead of you into Galilee.”  

People:   But Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never 
 will!”  

Pastor:  But we know better.  We know that Peter did deny Jesus, not once but 
 three times.” 

People:  “The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.”  Mathew 26:41 
Pastor:  Join me in confessing the failure of even our best intentions.   
People:   Lord, try as we might, we will never live perfect lives.  We will 

 continue to be a constant disappointment to ourselves and others.  
 We, like Peter and Judas, betray and deny you more than we can 
 even imagine. Restore us Lord, and help us to be more gracious 
 towards others, especially those closest to us.  “Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us.”  Matthew 6:12 

 
THE ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: The Psalmist writes, “The Lord is compassionate and gracious… not 

treating us as our sins deserve, for He knows our weaknesses and 
remembers that we are only dust.”  (Psalm 103).  Jesus forgave Peter and 
Judas who betrayed Him and He has forgiven us also.  By the power of the 
cross and the command of Christ, as a called and ordained servant, and by 
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

People: E Amen. 
 
LENTEN VERSE                          “The Infant Priest was Holy Born”             LSB 624 v. 3
  

E The holy Lamb undaunted came To God’s own altar lit with flame; 
While weeping angels hid their eyes, This Priest became a sacrifice. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 



 

FIRST READING                 Acts 1:15-22 
(The betrayal by Judas predicted by David) 

 
      15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all 
about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those 
who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and 
falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it 
became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their 
own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of 
Psalms, “‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’;  and  
“‘Let another take his office.’  
    21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 
was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection.”  
 
Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
LENTEN VERSE               tune: LSB 435 

E Since we have a priest who suffered, Knowing weakness, tears, and pain, 
Who like us was tried and tempted, Unlike us, without a stain— 

Since He shared our lowly place, Let us boldly seek His grace. 
© 1973 Jubilate Hymns Ltd.; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012291. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                Matthew 26:17-29  

(Jesus predicts the betrayal by Judas) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 26th Chapter. 
People: (spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.                 
 
      17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the 
city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep 
the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19 And the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them, and they prepared the Passover.  
    20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21 And as they were 
eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they were very 



 

 

sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He 
who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it 
is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 
have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25 Judas, who would betray him, 
answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”  
    26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it 
to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I 
will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in 
my Father's kingdom.”  

 
Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN               “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”         LSB 621 v. 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
HOMILY     

Rev. Alan Eisinger, Senior Pastor 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Warren, MI 



 

OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.  

 
PRAYER  
During this Lenten season, we hear not only the echoes of the ages, but the echoes that ring against these very 

walls, as we pray the prayers of those who find their place in the stone, glass, wood, tile, paint or fresco of 
Historic Trinity. 

 

Pastor: Christ, give me strength: Your servant is not what he once was. I am spent, 
O my Christ, Breath of my life. Perpetual stress and surge, in league 
together, make long, O long, this life, this business of living. Grappling with 
foes within and fears without, my soul has lost its beauty, blurred your 
image. Christ, give me strength.                          

People: Amen.        ~St. Athanasius (296-373 AD) 
Pastor: Our Father in heaven, misery stands like a great wall between us. How 

shall we, your children on earth, so separated from you, ever come to You 
in our homeland? O God and Father, I do not doubt the things for which I 
have prayed are promised, not because I prayed for them, but because You 
have invited me to pray and have surely promised to grant them. I am 
certain that you keep your promise. It is not the worthiness of my prayer 
but the certainty of your truth that makes me firmly believe beyond doubt 
that it will be and remain “yes” and “amen”. 

People: Amen.       ~ Martin Luther (1483- 1546) 

Pastor: Kindness flows from you, Lord, pure and continual. You banished us from 
paradise, and you called us back again; you took from us the fig leaves that 
made us so unseemly, and you put on us a covering of great worth. Never 



 

 

again, after all this, will Adam blush when you call him, never will he try to 
hide because his conscience accuses him, never again will he hide under 
trees in a garden. For us that were heirs to his sin, all has been forever 
changed. The whole heavens and earth is at one again in friendship. There 
is no doubt who dresses his beautiful bride, it is Christ. Blessed is He now, 
and throughout all the ages.  

People: Amen.         ~Gregory of Nyssa (335-395) 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
A PEEK INTO HEAVEN               from Job 19/ Revelation 21 
 
Pastor: I know that my Redeemer lives,  
People: and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  
Pastor: And after my skin has been destroyed,  
People: yet in my flesh I will see God;  
Pastor: I myself will see him  
People: with my own eyes—I, and not another. 
Pastor: They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their 
  God. 
People: He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
 
BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The  Lord lift his countenance upon you and give 
you peace.     

People:  
 
 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN         “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”         LSB 709 v. 1-4 



 

 

 

 
 
POSTLUDE   

 

 

 


