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WEEK FIVE: 

Garden Tears 



 

 
March 17, 2021 

Week Five: Garden Tears 
Jesus Grieves Over His Suffering 

AS WE GATHER 
In our Lenten Midweek services this year we are focusing on the tears we see in the Gospels, especially 
during Passion Week. Sometimes the character weeping is Jesus. Sometimes the tears are those of a 
disciple or someone else. Today the tears belong to Jesus while the disciples' eyes are dry and closed in 
sleep. The agony of our Lord's three-fold prayer in the garden of Gethsemane shows His true humanity 
recoiling at the horror that awaits Him in His bitter suffering and death. His true divinity, however, 
remains focused on the fact that His supreme sacrifice will end in victory, not only for Him but also for all 
who put their trust in Him. The "Garden Tears" show us that, as the Book of Hebrews says, "we do not 
have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15). 
 
PRELUDE 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN              “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  LSB 436 v. 1-2, alt 
 

E Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from his griefs away; Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 
Follow to the judgment hall, View the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; Learn from Him to bear the cross. 

 
Watch in anguish Jesus plead, strug’ling with the Father’s will. 
Sweat of blood so did he bleed. Heaven’s voice grows very still. 

Silence shows the time has come, Jesus prays, “Thy will be done” 
 
INVOCATION Mt 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Pastor: Dear Jesus, we know that sometime, somewhere, some type of   
  Gethsemane awaits. Just as it do you. We know that someday a dark night 



 

 

  will fall upon our souls. Just as it did yours. Prepare us for that night when 
  our will and that of our Father’s collide. Prepare us now by helping us  
  realize that although Gethsemane is the most terrifying of places, it is also 
  the most tranquil. The terror comes in realizing that we are not in control 
  of our lives or the lives of those we love. The tranquility comes in  
  realizing that you are. Help our trembling hearts. And be not silent when 
  we call. 
People: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Today, we gather together to hear God’s word of grace, to behold the  
  Lamb of God, and to receive God's most precious gift of forgiveness for 
  His people.  Our Father in heaven deeply desires to restore a right  
  relationship with His children.  To this end, He has established a new  
  covenant with each of us in His Son, Jesus Christ.  It is our Father who  
  declares: "I will be their God, and they will be My people." Therefore,  
  gathered in His holy name, we His people confess our sins before Him and 
  before one another. 
ALL:  We have failed to live each day as You have called us to live.   
Pastor: We lay before You our grievous faults and sin. 
People: Sin and every evil have persuaded our words, actions, and thoughts.  
  We have failed to genuinely love others, choosing instead to selfishly 
  love ourselves.  When others need mercy and kindness, we often fail 
  to acknowledge or fulfill their earnest needs.  
Pastor: Our sin is ever before us. 
People: Standing guilty before God, we deserve His wrath and eternal  
  condemnation.   
Pastor: We flee to Christ for mercy and forgiveness. 
People: Only Christ thoroughly blots out our sin and grants us eternal  
  salvation.   By the aid of the Holy Spirit, we turn to Jesus, clinging to 
  His mercy and grace. 
Pastor: It is He who died, shedding His blood for you.  It is He alone who grants 

forgiveness and eternal life.  Trusting in His blood, which stained Calvary's 
cross and is given to us in His holy Sacrament, I as a called and  ordained 
servant of the Word announce to you the grace of God and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

People: E Amen. 



 

LENTEN VERSE             “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”       LSB 422 

 

 

 

 
 

FIRST READING           Hebrews 5:1-10  
(Jesus made perfect through suffering) 

 

    1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in 
relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the 
ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is 
obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4 And 
no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was.  
    5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by 
him who said to him,  “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6 as he says also in 
another place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”  
    7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 
And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 
10 being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

 

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

LENTEN VERSE                  LSB 878 v. 3 
E Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 

But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 

Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 
HOLY GOSPEL                                Matthew 26:36-45   

(Jesus agonizes in the garden) 



 

 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 26th Chapter. 
People: (spoken) Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

      36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, 
“My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going 
a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the 
disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with 
me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and 
prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again 
he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, 
he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is 
at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN     “The Church’s One Foundation”         LSB 644 v. 1-3 

 

 

 

 



 

HOMILY     
Rev. Brian Muldowney, Associate Pastor 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Stockton, CA 

OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 

 

PRAYER  
During this Lenten season, we hear not only the echoes of the ages, but the echoes that ring against these very 

walls, as we pray the prayers of those who find their place in the stone, glass, wood, tile, paint or fresco of 
Historic Trinity. 

 

Pastor: May the strength of God pilot me, the power of God uphold me, the 
wisdom of God guide me. May the eye of God look before me, the ear of 
God hear me, the word of God speak for me. May the hand of God protect 
me, the way of God lie before me, the shield of God defend me, the host of 
God save me. May Christ shield me today... Christ with me, Christ before 
me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, Christ when I 
sit, Christ when I stand, Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, Christ in every eye that 
sees me, Christ in every ear that hears me.   ~St. Patrick (387-461)  

People: Amen. 
Pastor: O Lord, who hast mercy upon all, take away from me my sins, and 

mercifully kindle in me the fire of thy Holy Spirit. Take away from me the 
heart of stone, and give me a heart of flesh, a heart to love and adore thee, 
a heart to delight in thee, to follow and to enjoy thee, for Christ's sake.  

People: Amen.           ~St. Ambrose (340-397 AD) 



 

 

Pastor: Teach us, good Lord, to serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count 
the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds; to toil and not to seek for 
rest; to labor and not to ask for any reward, save that of knowing that we 
do your will.               ~ St Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) 

People: Amen.       
Pastor: Soul of Christ, sanctify me, Body of Christ, save me, Blood of Christ, 

inebriate me, Water from the side of Christ, wash me, Passion of Christ, 
strengthen me. O good Jesus, hear me. Within Thy wounds hide me, Permit 
me not to be separated from Thee, From the malicious enemy defend me. 
In the hour of my death call me, And bid me come unto Thee, That with thy 
Saints I may praise Thee, Forever and ever.  

People: Amen.                   ~ Anima Christi (14th century) 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
A PEEK INTO HEAVEN       from Revelation 7 
Pastor: These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.  
People: They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
  the Lamb. 
Pastor: Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night 
  in his temple; 
People: and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
Pastor: They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
People: the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 
Pastor: For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 
  guide them to springs of living water, 
People: and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

 

BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The  Lord lift his countenance upon you and give 
you peace.     

People:  
 



 

RECESSIONAL HYMN           “Where You There?”         LSB 456 v. 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

 
 
May you be blessed forever, Lord, for not abandoning me when I 
abandoned you, for offering your hand of love in my darkest, most 
lonely moment, for putting up with such a stubborn soul as mine, for 
loving me more than I love myself, for continuing to pour out your 
blessings upon me, even though I respond so poorly, for drawing out 
goodness in even me, for being constant and unchanging amidst all the 
changes of this world, for repaying our sin with your love. May you be 
blessed forever, Lord, for repaying our sin with your love. Amen. 

~ Teresa of Avila (c. 1515-1582) 


