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PRELUDE

“Now Sing We Now Rejoice”

Vincent Lübeck

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Now Sing We Now Rejoice”

LSB 386

INVOCATION Mt 28:19
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the
People:
E Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

OPENING SENTENCES based on Luke 2:29–31
Pastor:
According to the Lord’s own Word, let us come before Him.
People:
Our eyes shall see the salvation He has prepared for us.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:7; Galatians 4:4–5
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
Let us join together and confess our sins to God, our Father:
Lord God, heavenly Father, we acknowledge that we have not walked
according to Your commands. Our words and actions have not
reflected the light of Your presence in our lives. We have stumbled
and fallen in the darkness. In the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, we
ask for Your forgiveness. Cleanse our hearts and minds with His
mercy, and scatter the darkness of our sin with the brightness of His
righteousness. Amen.
Your merciful Father has sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under
the law, to redeem you who are under the law, so that you might be
adopted into His family and freed by His forgiveness. As a called and
ordained servant of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
E Amen.

THE INTROIT Isaiah 9:6; Antiphon Psalm 98:1a
Pastor/Choir: Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things!
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon His shoulder. And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
THE GLORIA PATRI

CHRISTMAS KYRIE

The Kyrie Eleison (“Lord have mercy”) for Advent is drawn from the familiar Christmas tune
“Coventry Carol”, first written in 1534 at the time of Luther.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“O Come All Ye Faithful”

THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People:

PRAYER OF THE DAY

LSB 379 v. 1, 3-4

Pastor:

People:

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature.
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
E Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 61:10–62:3

(“The nations shall see Your righteousness, and all kings Your glory.”)

10 I

will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me
with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden
causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praise to sprout up before all the nations.
1 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, until
her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 2 The
nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called
by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in
the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

Galatians 4:4–7
(“When the time had fully come, God sent His Son.”)

4 But

when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son,
then an heir through God.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL

(Mary and Joseph present Jesus at the temple.)

Luke 2:22–40

Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

22 And

when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of
the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves,
or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon,
and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit
into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according
to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a
virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.
39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

THE APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY

SERMON
OFFERTORY

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

“The Joy of Giving”

Rev. James Rolf, Cathedral Pastor
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church

LSB 367 v. 1-4

Luke 2:29-32
LSB 397 v. 3

The offertories during the season of Christmas will lead us to the manger, where God’s greatest Gift to the
world may be found. In response, we offer to Him our hearts and lives.

E As they offered gifts most rare At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.
GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift.
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.

VOLUNTARY

“The Shepherds”

Wilbur Held

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Order of Holy Communion
THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:
The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22
People:
Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts. Lam 3:41

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Ps 100:4

Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, merciful and everlasting God, whom we are
privileged to call upon as our Father. Mercifully grant that we live in

thankfulness for the right we have been given to be called Your children
and await with joy the eternity that is to come in Your glorious presence.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, forevermore praising You and
saying:
SANCTUS Is 6:3
LSB p. 195
E Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25
THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19
Pastor:
The peace of Lord be with you all.
People:
E Amen.
THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29

LSB p. 198

E O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

Communion will take place in one line. Please keep six feet of social distance from other family units.
We have suspended the use of the common cup until further notice. Pastor will place the host/bread directly into the
hand. Where there is incidental hand-to-hand contact, pastor will sanitize before the next communicant.
For those with health concerns, there are gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available.

NUNC DIMITTIS

LSB p. 199

E Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
Almighty God, ruler of all things, we bless You for having joined us to
Christ through this blessed Meal. Grant that the Holy Spirit graciously
intercede for us and direct our ways that we do the good works intended
for us to do, and faithfully calling on You as our Father, joyfully continue
our earthly pilgrimage until that time when we are gathered into Your

People:

heavenly kingdom to share in Your blessings for all eternity. This we ask
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
E Amen.

BENEDICTION Num. 6:24-26
Pastor:
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you. The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give
you peace.
People:

RECESSIONAL HYMN

POSTLUDE

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

“Noel”

LSB 361

Louis-Claude Daquin

