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AS WE GATHER

Week One: Longing Tears
Jesus Agonizes over Jerusalem

Lutherans have somehow gotten the reputation of being a rather unemotional lot. We have been taught
not to trust our emotions or feelings, but rather only the objective Word of the God. We do not preach or
choose hymns in order to produce certain emotions. Yet this is not to say that we will not have an
emotional response to God's Word or to certain hymns or music. Indeed, if our faith in the Gospel does not
affect our passions—sorrow over sin, joy over forgiveness, and love for God and for our neighbor—we
should be rightly troubled (another emotion!) over whether our faith be true. The Gospel of the Passion of
Christ reveals the heart of God's love. This Midweek Lenten Series focuses on the tears we see in the
Gospels. Sometimes they are the tears of Jesus, sometimes of a disciple or someone else. Today we hear of
Jesus' sorrowful longing over people He would gather to Himself. May God enlighten the eyes of our hearts
that we may know what the hope to which He has called us. (Eph 1:18)

PRELUDE

“O Man, Bewail Your Grievous Sin”

J. S. Bach

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”

LSB 435

INVOCATION Mt 28:19
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the
People:
E Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CALL TO LENTEN WORSHIP
Pastor:
Brothers and sisters in Christ: today we begin a journey traveled by our
fathers and mothers in the Christian faith and by the Church throughout
the world, the journey of Lent. Our expedition begins with repentance on
this Ash Wednesday, as we confess our sins and turn to our Lord Jesus
Christ for amendment of our sinful lives. Our journey invites us to
participate in practices that reflect the self-giving sacrifice of our Lord
Jesus: fasting, prayer, and generosity. Our journey leads us toward Holy
Week and the re-telling of the central story of our faith—the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. This Lenten crossing is daily dying to
sin and being raised to live anew as God's forgiven people, chosen to bless
the world. I invite you to embark on this passage, trusting that our Father
will guide us, preserve us, and renew us.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:

We bring before our God this night our hearts, our pains, our sins…
Sin and every evil have persuaded our words, actions, and thoughts.
We have failed to genuinely love others, choosing instead to selfishly
love ourselves. When others need mercy and kindness, we often fail
to acknowledge or fulfill their earnest needs.
Our sin is ever before us.
Standing guilty before God, we deserve His wrath and eternal
condemnation.
We flee to Jesus for mercy and forgiveness.
Only Christ thoroughly blots out our sin and grants us eternal
salvation. By the aid of the Holy Spirit, we turn to Jesus, clinging to
His mercy and grace.
It is He who died, shedding His blood for you. It is He alone who grants
forgiveness and eternal life. Trusting in His blood, which stained
Calvary's cross and is given to us in His holy Sacrament, I as a called and
ordained servant of the Word announce to you the grace of God and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
E Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Pastor:

People:

Touch our hearts, O Heart that was once so wounded. Give us eyes to see
royalty beneath the most incomprehensible of robes. Help us see what
Pilate failed to see. That you are truth, the only truth that will ever matter.
We are so sorry, Jesus, so very, sorry for all you suffered at the hands
of those you loved so deeply. Forgive our fingerprints on those hands that
hurt you, for something unspeakable in us was in them. And something of
them is in us, even now…
Amen.

FIRST READING

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
(The endurance of faith)

20 We

implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.
1 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in
vain. 2 For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have
helped you.”
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no
obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions,
hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6
by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and
for the left; 8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we
live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.
Pastor:
People:

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

LENTEN VERSE

LSB 419 v. 2

HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor:
People:

from Matthew 23, Luke 19

(How long Jesus has longed to gather us together…)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew and Luke.
(spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit
on Moses' seat, 3 so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do.
For they preach, but do not practice. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay
them on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their
finger…
13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of
heaven in people's faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would
enter to go in. 15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea
and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him
twice as much a child of hell as yourselves…
27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed
tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and
all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are
full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.
1

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the
prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, 30 saying, ‘If we had lived in the
days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the
prophets.’ 31 Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who
murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers…
37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, and you were not willing! ...
41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it.
29

Pastor:
People:
HYMN

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
“My Song is Love Unknown”

LSB 430 v. 1-3, 5, 7

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502

HOMILY

OFFERTORY

“Longing Tears”

Rev. D. Lee Andrzejewski, Head Pastor
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church

Luke 19:41

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”

PRAYER
Once again this Lenten season, we hear not only the echoes of the ages, but the echoes that ring against these
very walls, as we pray the prayers of those who find their place in the stone, glass, wood, tile, paint or fresco
of Historic Trinity.

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

Dear Lord Jesus Christ, I feel my sins. They bite and gnaw and frighten
me. Where shall I go? I look to you, Lord Jesus, and believe in you.
Although my faith is weak, I cling to you and am made sure, for you have
promised: who believes in me shall have eternal life. Even if my
conscience is troubled and my sins frighten me and make me tremble, you
have still said: “My son, be of good cheer; yours sins are forgiven you. I will
raise you up on the last day, and you will have eternal life.” I cannot help
myself by my own strength. I come to you for help.
Amen.
~ Martin Luther (1483- 1546)
O Lord, my God, teach my heart where and how to seek You. Teach my
heart where and how to find You. You are my God and my Lord and I've
never seen You. You've made me and remade me and bestowed on me all
the good things I have. And still I do not know You. I have not done that for
which I was made. O Lord, my God, teach my heart where and how to seek
You. Teach my heart where and how to find You, for I cannot see You
unless You teach me, or find You unless You show Yourself to me. Let me
seek You in my desire. Let me desire You in my seeking. Let me find You
by my loving You now. Let me love You when I find You. Teach me, Lord.
Teach my heart where and how to find You. I am desperate for your love,

People:

Lord. My heart is aflame with fervent passion. When I remember the good
things you have done, my heart burns with desire to embrace you. I thirst
for you; I hunger for you; I long for you; I sigh for you. I am jealous of your
love. What shall I say to you? What can I do for you? Where shall I seek
you? I am sick for your love. The joy of my heart turns to dust. My happy
laughter is reduced to ashes. I want you. I hope for you. My soul is like a
widow, bereft of you. Turn to me, and see my tears. Come now, Lord, and I
will be comforted. Show me your face, and I shall be saved. Enter my
room, and I shall be satisfied. Reveal your beauty, and my joy will be
complete.
~ Saint Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109)
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift.
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.

VOLUNTARY

“My Song Is Love Unknown”

Karl Osterland

The Order of Holy Communion
THE PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
who has called us to return to You through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who was
without sin yet took on our sin so that we might be reconciled to You
through His perfect life, death, and resurrection, in order that we might be
brought to You with cleansed hearts and renewed spirits to receive our
eternal reward. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
SANCTUS Is 6:3

LSB 507 v. 3

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25
THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19
Pastor:
The peace of Lord be with you all.
People:
E Amen.
THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29

DISTRIBUTION

LSB 434 v. 1

Communion will take place in one line. Please keep six feet of social distance from other family units.
We have suspended the use of the common cup until further notice. Pastor will place the host/bread directly into the
hand. Where there is incidental hand-to-hand contact, pastor will sanitize before the next communicant.
For those with health concerns, there is gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
We thank You, almighty God, for calling us to return to You, reconciling us
through the sacrifice of Jesus, and rewarding us with forgiveness, life, and
salvation. Thank You for nourishing our bodies and souls with Your Son’s
body and blood, given and shed for us. Empower us by Your Spirit to live
lives of service to You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:
E Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor:
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you. The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give
you peace.
People:
RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Jesus Lead Thou On”

LSB 718

POSTLUDE

“Jesus, Lead Thou On”

Paul Manz

The imposition of ashes will take place immediately following the service in the baptistry for those who wish
to receive them. During this pandemic, this will be imposed as safely as possible with the use of a Q-Tip.

