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December 31, 2020 

New Year’s Eve:  Some Things Never Change 
 

PRELUDE       “Abide With Me”              Hubert Parry 
 

AS WE GATHER 
On New Year's Eve most of us step back and take inventory of our lives. Many of us make 
resolutions or decisions to improve our life in one way or another. Tonight, however, St. Paul has 

us step back, way back to get the broadest view of our 
entire life. The hopeful reason is that we might see not 
so much our feeble efforts to improve, but that, as 
children of God, we may be increasingly convinced of 
God's great love. It is great because there is nothing in 

our lives, our world or all of creation that can ever separate us from God's love. And because He 
is the same yesterday, today, and forever, we know that His love never changes either. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”        LSB 733 v. 1-3 

 

E O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 

 
Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 
 

Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
People: E Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 31:15a, 16; 90:4; 102:11a, 12a 
Pastor: My times are in Your hand. 
People: Make Your face shine on Your servant; save me in Your steadfast  
  love! 
Pastor: A thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, 
People: or as a watch in the night. 
Pastor: My days are like an evening shadow. 
People: But You, O LORD, are enthroned forever.  



 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Lord, we confess to You all our sins of this night, of this year, of our lives. 
People: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. 
Pastor: We have too often forgotten Your love and our love for others has faded. 
People: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me 
Pastor: Restore us by Your strong love and faithfulness. 
People: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing 
  spirit. 
Pastor: "If God is for us, who can be against us?" Romans 8:31b Upon this, your 
  confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
  the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and 
  by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 

 

E A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 

 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day. 
 
JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME YESTERDAY 
 
Pastor: In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word 
  was God. (Jn 1:1) 
People: He was in the beginning with God. (Jn 1:2) 
Pastor: All things were made through him, (Jn 1:3a) 
People: And without him was not any thing made that was made. (Jn 1:3b) 
Pastor: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. (Co 1:15) 
People: For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible 
  and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or   
  authorities—all things were created through him and for him. (Co 
  1:16) 
Pastor: And he is before all things, (Co 1:17a) 
People: and in him all things hold together. (Co 1:17b) 
Pastor: In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word 
  was God. (Jn 1:1) 
 



PRAYER 
Pastor: Dear Lord Jesus, We know that you are our Redeemer, but we sometimes 
  forget that as God the Son, You are our Creator as well.  You know more 
  about us than we know about ourselves and yet you still love us.  Thank 
  you for the blessings of this year past, and for your promise to never leave 
  us nor forsake us.  Thank you that your love for us is the same yesterday, 
  today, and forever; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns  

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Pastor: Amen. 
 

E O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! 

 
OLD TESTAMENT              Psalm 90:1–12  

(Teach us to number our days…) 

 
      1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2 Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to 
everlasting you are God. 3 You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” 
4 For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in 
the night. 
      5 You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass that is 
renewed in the morning: 6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening 
it fades and withers. 7 For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we are 
dismayed. 
      8 You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence. 
9 For all our days pass away under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
10 The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is 
but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 
      11 Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear of you? 
12 So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                      Romans 8:31b-39  

(Confidence in the love of God.) 
 
 
 



    31If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall 
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? 
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, 
or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”  
    37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
GOSPEL              Luke 12:35-40 

(Ready for the Lord's return.) 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
People: 
 

 

 

      35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are 
waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open 
the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom 
the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for 
service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes in 
the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39 
But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 
 

 
HYMN                   “Rock of Ages”         LSB 761 



 

 

 
 
HOMILY      “Putting the Dare in Dreams”            Romans 8:31 

Rev. D. Lee Andrzejewski, Head Pastor 
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 

OFFERTORY Ps 51:10-12                   
E Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 
 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 
 You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.  

 
VOLUNTARY       “Evening Prayer”       Engelbert Humperdinck 
 
JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME TODAY 
Pastor: Today, Jesus says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned 
  you by name; you are mine. (Is. 43:1b) 
People: Even though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart 
  of the sea. (Ps. 46:2b) 
Pastor: Today, Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd.” (Jn 10:11a) 
People: “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (Jn 10:11b) 



Pastor: Today, Jesus says, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes 
  to the Father except through me.” (Jn 14:6) 
People:   “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
  but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (Jn 3:17) 
Pastor: Today, Jesus says, “I am the door; if anyone enters by me, he will be  
  saved.” (Jn 10:9a) 
People: Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God 
  does not have life. (1 Jn 5:12) 
Pastor: Today, Jesus says, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned 
  you by name; you are mine. (Is. 43:1b) 
 
PRAYER 
Pastor: Dear Lord Jesus, we come to you today with grateful hearts for all of the 
  blessings that you have showered upon us.  With you as our Savior we  
  live each and every day in our baptismal grace and that gives us peace.  
  We thank you for today and praise you that your love for us is the same 
  yesterday, today, and forever.  
Pastor:  Amen. 
 
HYMN                     LSB 915 v2   

E Today Your gate is open, And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 
PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Pastor: Take us into the New Year, Gracious God. Help us to continue looking for 
  purpose, seeking peace, praying for light, dancing for joy, working for  
  justice, singing your praise, and fixing our eyes on Jesus. We go into the 
  new year filled with expectations, a touch of worry, but a bundle of hope. 
  We do not journey into the new year alone but with You leading the way. 
  May we follow in Your footsteps with a commitment to discipleship, with 
  a community of family, friends, and faith. Take us into the new year,  
  Creator of beauty and wonder. Bless us with the companionship of Jesus, 
  and gift us with the guidance and power of the Spirit.  
People: Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 



Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Blessed are You, gracious God, for in Your great mercy You sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to be our Savior. You have graciously given us 
the gift of faith and have safely brought us to the conclusion of another 
year of grace. Grant us to remain strong in faith and imbued with Your 
goodness throughout the coming year, that with joy and thankfulness we 
may receive the gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in 
our Lord’s body and blood. 

People: Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Mt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:19–20; 1 Co 11:23–25 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
 
Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  Revelation 22:20 
Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. 

 
THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: E Amen. 
 
THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 
 



E O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION  
               Communion will take place in one line. Please keep six feet of social distance from other family units.  

We have suspended the use of the common cup until further notice. Pastor will place the host/bread directly into the hand. 
Where there is incidental hand-to-hand contact, pastor will sanitize before the next communicant. 
For those with health concerns, there is gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available. 

 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME FOREVER 
 
Pastor: Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same 
  Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the  
  same way you have seen him go into heaven. (Acts 1: 11) 
People: “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” (Jn 14:18) 
Pastor: This is what the Lord says---Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord  
  Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 
  (Is. 44:6) 
People: When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.  Then he placed his 
  right hand on me and said, “Do not be afraid.  I am the First and the 
  Last.  I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever 
  and ever! (Rev. 1:17-18) 
Pastor: Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
  has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,  
  baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
  Spirit, 
People: And teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded  
  you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.   
  (Mt 28:18-20) 
Pastor: Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same 
  Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the  
  same way you have seen him go into heaven. (Acts 1:11)  
 
HYMN                    LSB 829 v. 2 

E Christ the unchanging Word To ev’ry passing age, 
Whose timeless teachings still are heard Set forth on Scripture’s page; 

Transform our thought and mind, Enlighten all who read, 
Within Your Word by faith to find The bread of life indeed. 

© 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014032. 

 



THE CLOSING OF 2020 
Pastor: God of all time and eternity, the Alpha and Omega, we commit to You this 

so very difficult year now completed and commend to Your kindness and 
love the year now at hand. Throughout the coming days, weeks, and 
months, may You find us deep in Your Word, and please, Lord, please find 
us gathering at Your table, and rejoicing in the fellowship of the family of 
faith, that we may be deeply strengthened, together onceand grounded in 
the love, grace, and mercy of Christ, our Lord, in whose wondrous name 
we happily close out 2020, and joyfully expect brighter days to commence 
in this new year. 

People:   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you in the year to come; the Lord's face shine on you now 
  and always; the  Lord look upon you with His favor and grant you His 
  peace for time and for eternity. 
People:  

 
 
ANTHEM    “Old Irish Blessing”                Peter Lutkin 

(See attachment) 
Historic Trinity Congregation 

 
POSTLUDE        “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”           Healey Willan 
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Peter C. LutkinFarewell Anthem with Sevenfold Amen

The Lord Bless You and Keep You

Copyright © 1999 by the Choral Public Domain Library (http://www.cpdl.org)
Edition may be freely distributed, duplicated, performed, or recorded. Rev. 1/31/99
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*Note: If it is desired to use the Sevenfold Amen separately, the Bass is to begin with the half note.

dim.                         poco                                        a                       poco                  e                       rit.

dim.                         poco                                        a                       poco                  e                       rit.

originally published in 1900 by Clayton F. Summy Co.
transcribed by Rafael Ornes


