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“Lord, how often will  

my brother sin against me, 

and I forgive him?” 

Matthew 18:21 



 
September 13, 2020 

PRELUDE                      “Largo”              Handel 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN          “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”        LSB 915  

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION Mt 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 27:1, 4a, 5 
Pastor: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
People: The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
Pastor: One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
People: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
Pastor: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; 
People: He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high 

upon a rock. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 27:6, 9; Isaiah 55:6–7 
Pastor: As we come to the house of the Lord, we know that we are unworthy of 

God’s love. We have sinned against friends and families, neighbors and co-
workers. 

People: We have not loved God with our whole heart. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have grumbled against God and His 
authorities. We have sought selfish desires instead of God’s will. 

Pastor: We turn to God in repentance and implore Him for mercy. Lord, hide not 
Your face from us. Turn not Your servants away in anger. 

People: Do not forsake us, O God of our salvation! 
Pastor: The prophet Isaiah writes, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call 

upon Him while He is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He may 
have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” 
The Lord is near to you. He has drawn near in the person of Jesus Christ, 
whose death and resurrection bring forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: E Amen. 
 
THE INTROIT Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16; antiphon: Psalm 116:17 
Pastor/Choir: I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the 

Lord. What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to me? I will lift up 
the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints. O Lord, I am your servant.  

 
THE GLORIA PATRI          

 
THE KYRIE Mt 9:27, 15:22 

E Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise”       LSB 946 



 

 

 

 
Text: © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

THE SALUTATION 2 Tim 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: 

    
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O God, our righteousness, restore the broken relationships in Your Church, 

especially between family members. Provide reconciliation and peace 
where Satan has sown division and discord, through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: E Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT         Genesis 50:15-21  
(Joseph forgives his brothers.) 

 
      15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him." 16So they sent a 
message to Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this command before he died, 17'Say to 



Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did 
evil to you.' And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your 
father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down 
before him and said, "Behold, we are your servants." 19But Joseph said to them, "Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 
21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones." Thus he comforted them and 
spoke kindly to them. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE            Romans 14:1-12  

(St. Paul warns against judging fellow believers.) 

 
      1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2 
One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 
pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  
    5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days 
alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the 
day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since 
he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8For 
if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.  
    10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, "As I 
live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God."   
12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM @9:30/11am       “I Will Sing New Songs of Gladness”        Antonin Dvořák 

Carl Grapentine, Bass 



HOLY GOSPEL                   Matthew 18:21-35  
(Jesus teaches about passing on His forgiveness.) 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People:  
 
 
  

    21Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?" 22Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you 
seven times, but seventy times seven.  
    23"Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who 
owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to 
be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the 
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.' 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 
forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, 
saying, 'Pay what you owe.' 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 
'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 30He refused and went and put him in prison 
until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 34 And in anger his master delivered him to 
the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart." 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 

 
 
CONFESSION OF THE LUTHERAN FAITH         The Augsburg Confession. Article XX. 

 

Pastor: Our works cannot reconcile God or merit forgiveness of sins, grace, and 
justification,  

People: but that we obtain this only by faith when we believe that we are 
received into favor for Christ's sake,  



Pastor: who alone has been set forth the Mediator and Propitiation (1 Tim. 2:5) in 
order that the Father may be reconciled through Him.  

People: Whoever, therefore, trusts that by works he merits grace, despises 
the merit and grace of Christ,  

Pastor: and seeks a way to God without Christ, by human strength, although Christ 
has said of Himself:  

People: I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. (John 14:6.) 
Pastor: This doctrine concerning faith is everywhere treated by Paul, Ephesians 

2:8:  
People: By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of your selves; it is 

the gift of God, not of works. 
 
SERMON HYMN   “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”        LSB 729 

 

 
 

I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail. 
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail. 

 
I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall. 

I am trusting Thee forever And for all. 
 

SERMON         “Always Ready to Forgive”           Matthew 18:21 
Rev. Ronald Guettler, Cathedral Pastor 

Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

OFFERTORY Ps 51:10-12                   
E Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 
 



GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 

You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 

 
VOLUNTARY                “For All the Saints”           Karl Osterland 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

8:15/11:00am continues with the Benediction 

 The Order of Holy Communion 
@9:30am 

 

THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 
People:  
  
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Lam 3:41 
People:  
  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Ps 100:4 
People:  
 
 

 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. We give You thanks for the 
redemption and forgiveness that overflows from the cross of Christ and is 
present in this Sacrament. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may faithfully 
eat and drink Christ’s body and blood, forgiving others as we have been 
forgiven. 

 



SANCTUS Is 6:3                     LSB p. 195 
E Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25 
 
THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19 
 
Pastor: The peace of Lord be with you all. 
People: E Amen. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 
 

E O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION  
               Communion will take place in one line. Please keep six feet of social distance from other family units.  

We have suspended the use of the common cup until further notice. Pastor will place the host/bread directly into the 
hand. Where there is incidental hand-to-hand contact, pastor will sanitize before the next communicant. 

For those with health concerns, there is gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available. 

 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE         LSB p. 164 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 



Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, for the benefits of forgiveness, peace, 
and unity You have given us in this Sacrament. Strengthen us to forgive 
others as we have been forgiven in this Meal, through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: E Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Num. 6:24-26  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The  Lord lift his countenance upon you and give 
you peace.     

People:  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN           “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”      LSB 816 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE             “Fanfare”       Theodore Dubois 


