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In Those Days
An Advent Journey Yule Never Forget
Week One: A Decree Went Out
PRELUDE

December 1, 2021

AS WE GATHER
As we joyfully make our way once again to the cradle of Jesus, we stop along the way top
remember an emperor’s decree, the long road to Bethlehem, and the search for a home. May our
hearts be warmed anew as we hasten back “in those days”. Today, we remember the decree of
the Roman emperor that sent Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, which long before had been
decreed as the birthplace of the Savior.

CAROLING @6:30pm
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”

INVOCATION
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
People:
E Amen.

LSB 352 v. 1-4

the Holy Spirit.

OPENING VERSES
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Psalm 148:1-6

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!
Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the Lord! For he commanded and they were
created.
And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it
shall not pass away.

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
And everyone went to their own town to register.
Long before Caesar’s decree, God decreed that a great king, an eternal
king, would be born in Bethlehem: “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who
are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
From you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.”
We light the first candle on our Advent wreath as we remember God’s
decree, his promise that the King of kings would be born in Bethlehem.
Our Lord and King, we rejoice in your birth, in the promise fulfilled!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness.
Almighty God, we confess to you that we daily turn from your will to
follow our own sinful desires. Instead of listening to your Word, we
listen to the tempting voices of the world around us. We do not love
and serve others as we should. Have mercy on us and forgive us for
the sake of Jesus our Savior.
God has had mercy on us. He sent his Son to be our Savior. Jesus suffered
and died so that our sins can be forgiven. He rose up from death to give us
eternal life. I announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
E Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Heavenly Father, you fulfill all of your promises of your Word. Through
the decree of a pagan emperor, you brought Mary and Joseph to the city of
David, to Bethlehem, where the Savior, according to your decree, was to be
born. The Child of Bethlehem, our Lord Jesus Christ, would later issue his
decree commanding us to preach the Gospel to all nations. Make us bold
witnesses as we follow our Lord’s command. We pray that your Spirit
would be at work through our witness so that others will come to know
and worship Jesus as Lord.
People:
Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

OLD TESTAMENT READING
2 “But

LSB 393 v. 1

Micah 5:2-4

you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out
of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears a
son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the Israelites. 4 He will stand and shepherd
his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And
they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CAROL

“Still, Still, Still”

EPISTLE READING

v. 1

1 Peter 1:17-21

17 Since

you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your
time as foreigners here in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable
things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed
down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb
without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was
revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who raised
him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM @12pm

HOLY GOSPEL
1 In

“The Word Was God”
“Lully, Lullay, Lulla”

Rosephanye Powell
Philip Stopford

Lutheran High School Northwest

Luke 2:1-7

those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to
register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.
6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because
there was no guest room available for them.

HYMN

“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”

HOMILY @12pm

“What Time is It?”

LSB 356

Luke 2:1-7

Vicar Nick Gapski, Family of God, Detroit
Lutheran High Northwest (2014). Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne

@6:30pm
OFFERTORY

“In Those Days…”

Rev. D. Lee Andrzejewski, Head Pastor
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church

Luke 2:1

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift.
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.

VOLUNTARY @6:30pm

“Still, Still, Still”

Paul Manz

THE PRAYERS OF CHRISTMAS
Pastor:
King of kings and Lord of lords,
People:
Hear our prayers and accept our praise.
Pastor:
Jesus, Son of David and Lamb of God, long before the Roman Empire
existed and long before the decree of Caesar Augustus was announced,
your birth was foretold. When the time was right, you were born among
us as one of us to be our Savior.
People:
Glory to the newborn King!
Pastor:
Jesus, Son of David and Lamb of God, you took onto yourself the penalty of
death that we earned for ourselves through our rebellion against our God
and Creator. You, the sinless Son of God, stood in the place of sinners, in
our place. Through your death and resurrection we receive forgiveness
and eternal life.
People:
Glory to the newborn King!
Pastor:
Jesus, Son of David and Lamb of God, work through our witness as we
follow your command to make disciples of all nations. Give us
opportunities to speak of your love and sacrifice so that others will come
to know and worship you as Lord.
People:
Glory to the newborn King! Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
ANTHEM @12pm

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

Michael Praetorius

Lutheran High Northwest

ADVENT BENEDICTION Micah 5:2-4
Pastor:
You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days…
People:
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.

Pastor:
People:

And may the blessing of God, Father,
now and forever.
E Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

POSTLUDE @6:30pm

“Noël”

CHRISTMAS
Wed., Dec 1:
Sun., Dec 5:
Wed., Dec 8:
Sun., Dec 12:
Sun., Dec 12:
Wed., Dec 15:
Sun., Dec 19
Thur., Dec 23
Fri., Dec 24
Sat., Dec 25
Sun., Dec 26
Fri., Dec 31
Sun., Jan 2

Son and Holy Spirit be with you

12pm/6:30pm
8:15/9:30/11am
12pm/6:30pm
8:15/9:30/11am
4pm
12pm/6:30pm
8:15/9:30/11am
7pm
5/7/9/11pm
10am
10am (only)
7pm
8:15/9:30/11am

LSB 361 v. 1-2

Jean François Dandrieu

OWNTOWN

“In Those Days”
“A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”
“To the City of David”
“Quiet Love”

“Ein Deutsches Weihnachten” (A German Christmas)
“No Room?”
“A Leap for Joy”
“All is Bright: A Service of Lessons and Carols”
“All is Bright: A Service of Lessons and Carols”
“Joy to the World”
“Come Let Us Adore Him”
“A Time for Every Season”
“The Heart’s Treasure”

