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In Those   Days… 



 
In Those Days 

An Advent Journey Yule Never Forget 
Week Two: To the City of David 

December 8, 2021 
 

PRELUDE  @12pm    “See Amid the Winter's Snow”             J. Wayne Kerr 
 

AS WE GATHER 
As we joyfully make our way once again to the cradle of Jesus, we stop along the way top 
remember an emperor’s decree, the long road to Bethlehem, and the search for a home. May our 
hearts be warmed anew as we hasten back “in those days”. The journey of Mary and Joseph will 
remind us that God’s people have always been on the move. Still today, we walk by faith and not 
by sight. 

 

CAROLING @6:30pm 
   
PROCESSIONAL HYMN   “See Amid the Winter’s Snow”     LSB 373 v. 1-2, 4 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of  the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 



OPENING VERSES           Psalm 107:1, 4-7 
 
Pastor: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
People: For his steadfast love endures forever! 
Pastor: Some wandered in desert wastes, 
People: Finding no way to a city to dwell in; 
Pastor: Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 
People: Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
Pastor: And he delivered them from their distress. 
People: He led them by a straight way till they reached a city to dwell in. 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  
 
Pastor: Caesar August decreed that his subjects were to return to their ancestral 

hometowns to register: “And all went to be registered, each to his own 
town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

People: “Because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.” 

Pastor: We light the second candle on our Advent wreath as we remember the 
journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, where the Savior would be 
born. 

People: Lord and Savior, light our journey of faith until we rejoice forever in 
your presence! 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 
Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness. 

Almighty God, in our journey of faith we often wander away from 
your Word and your will. We choose our own paths to follow and 
satisfy our own desires. We sin against you each day in our thoughts, 
words and actions. Have mercy on us and forgive us. 

Pastor: God has had mercy on us. He sent his Son to be our Savior. Jesus walked 
the path to the cross, never turning from his purpose, never turning from 
his Father’s will. He suffered, died and rose from the dead to give us 
forgiveness and eternal life. I announce to you that your sins are forgiven 
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: E Amen. 
 



 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor:  Almighty God, as they trusted you to keep your promises, Joseph and Mary 

journeyed to Bethlehem, where the Savior of the world was to be born. At 
the time you had appointed, Jesus set out on another journey, taking up 
his path to the cross for the sake of our salvation. Help us by your Spirit to 
walk in faith, trusting you and following faithfully in the footsteps of Jesus 
our Savior. Guide us throughout our earthly journey until we enjoy eternal 
life in our Savior’s presence. Hear our prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE        “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”             LSB 393 v. 2 

 

 

 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING              Isaiah 35:8-10 

 
      8 And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean 
shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, 
they shall not go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on 
it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed 
of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon 
their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 



CAROL      “Still, Still, Still”     v. 2 

 
EPISTLE READING                 Romans 6:1-4 
 
      1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
ANTHEM @12pm                               “Away in a Manger”            Immanuel Lutheran School 

         “Brighter than Snow”               Macomb, MI 
 
HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 2:1-6 
 
      1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet: 
      6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 
of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
HYMN        “Once in Royal David’s City”   LSB 376 



 

 

 

 
 

HOMILY @12pm    
Rev. Dr. Chad Foster, Lead Pastor 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Macomb, MI 

                  @6:30pm   
Rev. Peter Nickel, Cathedral Pastor 
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 

OFFERTORY 

 



GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 

You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.  

 
VOLUNTARY @12pm     “Once in Royal David's City"               Ryan Meyer 

@6:30pm     “Once in Royal David's City”        David Cherwien 
 
THE PRAYERS OF CHRISTMAS              
Pastor: Lord and Savior, 
People: Travel with us each day. 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, you came from heaven to earth to be born among us, God in 

human flesh, sleeping in a manger in Bethlehem. You entered Jerusalem to 
begin your last earthly journey and walked the road to the cross for the 
sake of our salvation. Lord and Savior, 

People: Travel with us each day. 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, as we travel through life, we pray that you would walk with us 

during this Advent season and always, as you have promised. Help us to 
share the good news of your saving love with all those we meet on the 
way. Lord and Savior, 

People: Travel with us each day. 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, we pray that you would be present with those who travel 

during this busy holiday season. Watch over them and keep them safe so 
that they will arrive safely at their destinations, gathering with family and 
friends to celebrate your birth. Lord and Savior, 

People: Travel with us each day. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ADVENT BENEDICTION Romans 6:4; 2 Corinthians 13:14 
Pastor: We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,  
People: We too might walk in newness of life. 
Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ  and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
People: E Amen. 



 
RECESSIONAL HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High”        LSB 368 v. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE  @12pm              “Gloria”           Robert Buckley Farlee 
      @6:30pm         “Infant Holy”              Alexandre Guilmant 
 
 

CHRISTMAS        OWNTOWN 
 

 
Wed., Dec 8: 12pm/6:30pm   “To the City of David” 
Sun., Dec 12: 8:15/9:30/11am  “Quiet Love” 
Sun., Dec 12:  4pm   “Ein Deutsches Weihnachten” (A German Christmas) 
Wed., Dec 15: 12pm/6:30pm  “No Room?” 
Sun., Dec 19 8:15/9:30/11am “A Leap for Joy” 
Thur., Dec 23 7pm   “All is Bright: A Service of Lessons and Carols” 
Fri., Dec 24 5/7/9/11pm  “All is Bright: A Service of Lessons and Carols” 
Sat., Dec 25 10am   “Joy to the World”  
Sun., Dec 26 10am (only)  “Come Let Us Adore Him” 
Fri., Dec 31 7pm   “A Time for Every Season” 
Sun., Jan 2 8:15/9:30/11am “The Heart’s Treasure” 
 


