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In Those Days

An Advent Journey Yule Never Forget
PRELUDE @12pm

Week Three: No Place for Them
December 15, 2021
“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”

Paul Manz

“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”

LSB 386 v. 1-2, 4

AS WE GATHER
As we joyfully make our way once again to the cradle of Jesus, we stop along the way top
remember an emperor’s decree, the long road to Bethlehem, and the search for a home. May our
hearts be warmed anew as we hasten back “in those days”. The journey of Mary and Joseph will
remind us that God’s people have always been on the move. Still today, we walk by faith and not
by sight.

CAROLING @6:30pm

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

INVOCATION
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of  the Holy Spirit.
People:
E Amen.
OPENING VERSES
Psalm 84:1-4
Pastor:
How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
People:
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord;
Pastor:
My heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. Even the sparrow finds a
home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
People:
Where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King
and my God.
Pastor:
Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
People:
Ever singing your praise!

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Pastor:
During his public ministry, the Lord Jesus said, “The Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.” The son of Mary first laid his head to rest in a
manger bed. “And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
People:
And wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.”
Pastor:
We light the third candle on our Advent wreath to remember our Savior’s
humble birth. There was no place for him; a manger was his bed.
People:
Jesus, crucified and risen Lord, you ascended to prepare a place for
us. We look forward to the day when you will return to take us to
yourself forever!
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness.
People:
Almighty God, we confess that we have turned away from your will
for us. We do not follow your commandments and we daily sin
against you in our thoughts, words and actions. We seek to satisfy
our own sinful desires and listen to the temptations of the world
around us. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Pastor:
God has had mercy on us. He sent his Son to be our Savior. Jesus suffered,
died and rose from death for us. Through faith in his name we will have a
home in his presence forever. I announce to you that your sins are
forgiven in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:
E Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
Heavenly Father, when the time was right, you fulfilled your promise and
sent your Son into the world to be our Savior. Our crucified and risen
Lord, who once slept in a humble manger in Bethlehem, has now ascended
to rule at your right hand and prepare a place for us. We look forward
with joy to the day when he will return in glory to take us to himself
forever. Hear our prayer in the name of our Advent King. Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus!
People:
Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE

OLD TESTAMENT READING

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

LSB 393

Genesis 12:1-5

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife,
and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan.
1

Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CAROL

“Still, Still, Still”

EPISTLE READING

v. 3

Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16

8 By

faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith
he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that
has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of
sand by the seashore.
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers
and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking
a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they
would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is,
a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared
for them a city.
Pastor:
People:

ANTHEM

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

“Lift Up Your Heads”
“Arise and Shine”

St. Paul Lutheran School
Royal Oak, MI

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 2:6-11

6 And

while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.
HYMN

HOMILY
OFFERTORY

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”

“Unafraid”

Rev. Jakob Andrzejewski, Senior Pastor
St. Paul Lutheran Church and School, Royal Oak, MI

LSB 374

Luke 2:9

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift.
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207.

VOLUNTARY @12pm
@6:30pm

“Away in a Manger”
“Prayer”

Kevin Hildebrand
Englebert Humperdinck

THE PRAYERS OF CHRISTMAS
Pastor:
Lord Jesus, there was no place for you in Bethlehem’s inn, so your first bed
was a humble manger in a stable. You laid aside your majesty to take on
human flesh, to be born among us for the sake of our salvation. We praise
you, Lamb of God, for your redeeming death and resurrection. Lord, we
long for our eternal home and so we pray,
People:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Pastor:
Lord Jesus, especially during this Christmas season, fill us with
compassion for those who are lonely, for those who cannot get home and
for those who have no home. Help us to seek out opportunities to help
others, providing them with shelter, food or clothing as they have need.
We pray that they might see your love through our service and witness
and so come to worship you as their Savior. Lord, we long for our eternal
home and so we pray,
People:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Pastor:
Lord Jesus, we give you praise and thanks for our earthly homes, for our
families and for all of the gifts that you have given us. Yet with Abraham
we too long for another home, a lasting home, the city that has
foundations, that heavenly city whose designer and builder is God. We
pray that you would come quickly, as you have promised, to take us home.
Lord, we long for our eternal home and so we pray,
People:
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
ADVENT BENEDICTION John 14:3-5; 2 Thessalonians 3:16
Pastor:
Jesus said, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the
way to where I am going.”
People:
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?”
Pastor:
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
People:
No one comes to the Father except through me.”
Pastor:
Now may the Lord  of peace himself give you peace at all times in every
way.
People:
E Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Away in a Manger”

POSTLUDE @12pm
@6:30pm

“In Dulci Jubilo”
“From Heaven Above”

LSB 365

Keith Kolander
J. S. Bach

