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PRELUDE        “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”         Karl Osterland 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN       “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”      LSB 375 

 

 

 
 

Oh, the joy beyond expressing When by faith we grasp this blessing, 
And to You we come confessing That Your love has set us free. 

 

Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, From Your lowly manger cheer us, 
Gently lead us and be near us Till we join Your choir above. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 
 

INVOCATION Mt 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the p Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

Pastor: Christ, our Savior is born! 
People: O come let us adore Him! 
Pastor: The Savior whom God prepared for us from of old is present with us! 
People: For He alone is worthy! 
Pastor: The one of whom Simeon and Anna sang their praises comes to us today! 
People: Come and behold Him! 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Heavenly Father, although You have called us as Your own people, 

dearly loved, we confess that we have failed to forgive one another as 
You have forgiven us. We have neglected to reflect Your love at home, 
school, and work. We have let discord and conflict drown out the 
peace that You have given us in Christ. We have failed to thank You 
for Your great love in our private prayers and with our outward 
words and actions. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, and guide us by Your 
Holy Spirit so that our lives may reflect the love with which You 
surround us by grace each day. 

Pastor: Rejoice! By God’s love, He gives us forgiveness as a gift for the sake of His 
Son, whose birth we celebrate. The Holy Spirit clothes us with the very 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience the Father 
expects. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the p 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: E Amen 
 
THE INTROIT from Psalm 111:1-3; Antiphon: Isaiah 9:6a  
Pastor/Choir: For to us a child is born. Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD  

with my whole heart, in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them. Full of 
splendor and majesty is His work, and His righteousness endures forever. 

 
THE GLORIA PATRI          

 
CHRISTMAS KYRIE 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE       “Break Forth O Beauteous, Heavenly Light”      LSB 378 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 

THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: 
    
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  Heavenly Father, Your love knows no bounds, and so You sent Your Son 

that we might be Your children. Enliven our faith so that we may give the 



gift of Your love to all whom we meet; help us to love them, forgive them, 
and sing Your praises with them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: E Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING       Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 
(Every firstborn Israelite male must be redeemed, remembering the exodus.) 

 
      1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to 
open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 
    3 Then Moses said to the people… 11 “When the Lord brings you into the land of the 
Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you shall set 
apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are 
males shall be the Lord's. 13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or 
if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your 
sons you shall redeem. 14 And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this 
mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the 
house of slavery. 15 For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. 
Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the 
firstborn of my sons I redeem.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                   Colossians 3:12-17 

(Put on the New Self) 
 
      12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL                  Luke 2:22-40  
(Jesus is presented at the Temple.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
People:  
 
 
 

    22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer 
a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two 
young pigeons.”  
    25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he 
took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
    29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30for 
my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”  
    33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and 
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”  
    36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 
virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she 
began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption 
of Jerusalem.  
    39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 

 
 



A CHRISTMAS LITANY 
Pastor:  As the shepherds told everyone what had happened in Bethlehem on that 

first Christmas, we declare what we know and believe about God’s Son. 
People: I believe in Jesus the Christ—child prophesied by Isaiah, conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, named by Joseph, 
announced by the angels, worshiped by the shepherds, adored by the 
Wise Men and celebrated by Simeon and Anna. 

Pastor: He grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men. He fulfilled 
God’s law on our behalf. Though He never sinned, He took on our sin.  

People: He suffered, died on a cross, and was laid in a tomb. On the third day 
He conquered death and the grave and now reigns at His Father’s 
right hand. He will return to receive all who cradle Him in the 
manger of their hearts.  

 

THE ORDER OF HOLY BAPTISM                tune: LSB 621 
E Let us bring this child before Him, lost in sin’s impurity. 

Watch as God’s own hand delivers, through the water’s mystery. 
Life! New life and resurrection, From the bonds of sin, set free! 

 

Baptized in God’s House today is Ezra Robert Hooper 
His parents are Stephen and Alexis Hooper 

His godparents are Lincoln Matthews and Jodi Buckland 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “A Great and Mighty Wonder”        LSB 383 v. 1-4 

 

 

 

 



SERMON          “After the Thrill is Gone”            Luke 2:34-35 
Rev. James Rolf, Cathedral Pastor 
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 

OFFERTORY                   LSB 374 v. 3 
E Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the Undefiled But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glory! 
 
GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 

 
VOLUNTARY      “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”            Marcel Dupre 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
u The Order of Holy Communion u 

 
THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 
People:  
 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Lam 3:41 
People:  
  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Ps 100:4 
People:  
 
 



Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 
You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 
person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not 
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name.  

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25 
 
THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19 
Pastor: The peace of Lord be with you all. 
People: E Amen. 
 
THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 

 
DISTRIBUTION  

For those with health concerns, there are gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available. 
Communion will take place in two continuous lines at the altar. 

   
     “Once in Royal David’s City”       LSB 376 



 

 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS Lk 2:29-32                    LSB p. 199 

E Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
 
THE THANKSGIVING  
Pastor: We give You thanks Heavenly Father, that You have given us the precious 

gift of Your Son's body and blood in this holy gift.  Strengthen us with both 
forgiveness and life and enable us to celebrate Christmas every day in our 



lives, all throughout the year, as we live with the joy of our salvation.  We 
ask this in the name of Your Son, the Christ child, Jesus. 

People: E Amen   
 
BENEDICTION                   based on the Luke 2:30, Colossians 3:12-17, and Numbers 6:24-26 
Pastor: Our eyes have seen Your salvation in the cross of Jesus.  Our ears have 

heard the Good News.  Our souls rejoice in God our Savior. Let us, 
therefore, go in His peace. His word has been fulfilled. The Lord bless you 
and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to 
you.  The u Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People:  
 

 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN         “Now Sing We Now Rejoice”        LSB 386 

 

 

 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE               “Noël”             Louis-Claude Daquin 


