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December 25, 2021 

 

PRELUDE              “A Christmas Wreath”      Charles Cronham 
 

CHRISTMAS PROCESSION   “Joy to the World”          LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the p Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 
OPENING VERSES           Psalm 98:4, 1, 2 
Pastor:  Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music.  
People:  Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things; His 

right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 



Pastor:  The LORD has made His salvation known. He has revealed His 
righteousness to the nations. He has remembered His love and His 
faithfulness.  

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
Pastor:  Lord God, we celebrate today the birth of Your one and only Son, Jesus. 

Prepare our hearts to receive the message of His incarnation with 
renewed joy.  

People: We give You thanks, Father, that You sought us out even when we 
were lost in our sin and rebellion. We know that we deserve to be 
deserted for what we have done, yet we rejoice in what You chose to 
accomplish on our behalf. 

Pastor:  Receive our praises, Jesus, for You are our joy and salvation. You are our 
Emmanuel. 

People: God, be with us now in this place.  Amen.   
 
CHRISTMAS VERSE                  LSB 374 v. 3 

E Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the Undefiled But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glory! 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
Pastor: Listen to the words of Isaiah once again, “Prepare the highway for My 

people to return.” On this Christmas Day, we prepare our hearts for Jesus 
by humbly confessing our sins to Him: 

People: We rejoice, heavenly Father, in the gift of Your Son, Jesus, our 
Emmanuel, God with us. Yet, even on this day of joy, we cannot 
escape the truth that it was because of our sin that You had to send 
Your Son to our broken and sinful world to suffer and die in our place 
on the cross. Without Your faithful love we would be lost forever 
because we have failed to do the things we should have done and for 
doing the things we should not have done. Forgive us not because we 
deserve this but because Jesus was born for our salvation and took 
our place on the cross. 



Pastor: Behold, your Savior has come! You are not deserted nor are you forsaken. 
Your God has sought you out. He has found you and redeemed you. With 
His blood He has bought you back from darkness and has made you His 
own. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the p 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
People:  E Amen. 
 

CHRISTMAS VERSE        “Go, Tell it on the Mountain”            LSB 388 v. 3 
 

Refrain: E Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain. 

 
CHRISTMAS PROPHESY           Isaiah 62:10–12 

(“Behold, your salvation comes.”) 
 
      10 Go through, go through the gates; prepare the way for the people; build up, build up 
the highway; clear it of stones; lift up a signal over the peoples. 11 Behold, the Lord has 
proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation 
comes; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” 12 And they 
shall be called The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord; and you shall be called 
Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken. 
 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
GOD’S CHRISTMAS LETTER                    Titus 3:4–7 

(On account of God our Savior, we will inherit eternal life.) 
 
      4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, 
not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 
Pastor: This is God’s Christmas letter! 
People: Thanks be to God! 



CHRISTMAS VERSE                  LSB 383 v. 1 
E A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure: 

The virgin bears the infant With virgin honor pure! 
Proclaim the Savior’s birth: “To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth!” 

 

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL                John 1:1-14  
(Jesus is born in Bethlehem. Angels announce His birth.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
People:  
 
   

   

      1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
      6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.8 He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. 
      9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
      14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
Pastor: This is the Christmas Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  

 
 
 
A CHRISTMAS LITANY 
Pastor:  As the shepherds told everyone what had happened in Bethlehem on that 

first Christmas, we declare what we know and believe about God’s Son. 
People: I believe in Jesus the Christ—child prophesied by Isaiah, conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, named by Joseph, 
announced by the angels, worshiped by the shepherds, adored by the 
Wise Men and celebrated by Simeon and Anna. 



Pastor: He grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and people. He 
fulfilled God’s law on our behalf. Though He never sinned, He took on our 
sin.  

People: He suffered, died on a cross, and was laid in a tomb. On the third day 
He conquered death and the grave and now reigns at His Father’s 
right hand. He will return to receive all who cradle Him in the 
manger of their hearts. Thanks be to God for His gift too wonderful 
for words! 

 
CHRISTMAS HYMN           “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”      LSB 386 

 

 

 

 
 
A CHRISTMAS WORD          “And It Came to Pass”         Luke 2:1 

Rev. Peter Nickel, Cathedral Pastor 
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 

 
OFFERTORY    “We Three Kings”          WOV 646 v. 2 
 



E Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again; 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 

Oh--- star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 
GATHERING OF CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS 

Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 

 

VOLUNTARY    “The Shepherds”               Wilbur Held 
 

CHRISTMAS PRAYERS 
 

LORD'S PRAYER   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Order of Holy Communion 
 

GREETING (spoken) 
Pastor: May Jesus, the Holy Child of Bethlehem, be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Sing to the LORD a new song for He has done marvelous things. 
People: His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.  

Ps 98:1 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
  places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for 
  in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation 
  of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may be  
  drawn to the love of those things which are not seen. Therefore, with  

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:       

SANCTUS Is 6:3                     LSB p. 195 
E Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 



THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25 
 
PRAYER 
Pastor: Dear Father in heaven, as Mary wrapped the infant Jesus in swaddling  
  cloths and laid Him in a manger, we pray that You make ready our hearts 
  to receive Your Son, Jesus, wrapped in, with, and under the bread and  
  wine for the forgiveness of our sins.  
People: E Amen. 
Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God! 
People:  Glory to the newborn King! 
 
THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 
E O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  

For those with health concerns, there are gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available. 
Communion will take place in two continuous lines at the altar. 

 
        “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”        LSB 393 

 

 

 

 
 

 



    “Break Forth O Beauteous, Heavenly Light”      LSB 378 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 
COMMUNION VERSE                 LSB 364 v. 3 

E Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Pastor: Lord God, You are the giver of all good and gracious gifts.  We are blessed 
  to be those who receive these gifts in and through Your Son, Jesus Christ, 



  our Lord.   We thank You that You have once again assured us of Jesus' 
  presence in wine and bread.  Enable us in true faith to celebrate the  
  nativity of Christ's birth upheld and comforted by its mystery and  
  everlasting peace; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: E Amen. 
 

CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
Pastor: May Jesus, the holy child of Bethlehem, bless you and keep you.  May this 

little One who has fulfilled all God’s promises smile on you and be gracious 
to you.  May He look upon you with His favor and p give you peace on this 
Christmas Day and always.  

People:  
 
 
 

CLOSING CHRISTMAS MEDLEY                           LSB 368, 361, 380 
 

E Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

POSTLUDE   “Sinfonia (Christmas Oratorio)”        J. S. Bach 

 


