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A Midweek Journey in 



 
March 16, 2022 

Who Wants Jesus to Die? 
Week Three: Barabbas Wants Jesus to Die 

 

PRELUDE           “Diademata”       Sondra K. Tucker 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Luke, chapter 4 begins, that Jesus “was led by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by 
the devil.” Christ Jesus remains faithful in the face of enormous temptation.  He is the very one who lives 
"on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord."  Jesus becomes our model as we too face 
temptation.  And in our own wilderness wandering God indeed tests us, that we might be humbled before 
Him and rely on the power of God. Yet we see this scene close with the words, Satan “departed from him 
until an opportune time.” The opportunity came when it was time for Jesus to die. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”         LSB 525 v. 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 



RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 
Pastor: Dear Jesus, our Savior and Lord,  
People: lead us to the time of Your passion; 
Pastor: lead us to the places You walked and the people You have encountered;  
People: lead us to Your cross; 
Pastor: to the place of crucifixion. 
People: Stay with us, Lord, as we witness Your suffering and listen to Your 
  Words. 
Pastor: At Calvary we become increasingly mindful of our sins and of Your  
  incredible love for us. 
People: Calvary is the place where You reveal Your perfect forgiveness. 
Pastor: In the midst of Christ's repulsive crucifixion, divine love confronts hatred; 
  divine forgiveness abolishes the consequence of sin; hope for humanity 
  begins anew.  
People: Lead us to take up our cross, to die, to live, to follow in Your  
  footsteps. 
Pastor: Lead us, Lord, 
People: to come to Your holy cross.  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: “Return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 
  mourning . . .” declares the Lord. “For He is gracious and merciful, slow to 
  anger and abounding in steadfast love.” Joel 2:12-13, adapted 
People: O God, in Your mercy, wash away our sins. Cleanse us from the stain 
  and guilt of our sins, those we know and those of which we are  
  unaware. In our thinking, our speaking, and our doing, we have  
  exalted ourselves. We lack true humility. We deserve Your wrath  
  and punishment. For the sake of Jesus Christ, turn Your eyes from 
  our iniquity and cover our guilt. Open for us the gates of   
  righteousness.  Amen. 
Pastor: By the blood of God's covenant with us, we have been freed from all our  

sin. The Lord has made His light shine upon us! Almighty God, in His 
mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the E 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: E Amen. 



 
VERSE                    “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”        LSB 422 

 

 

 

 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, You allowed so many human injustices to occur in the 
  unfolding of the crucifixion of Your only begotten Son.  We give You thanks 
  for Your supreme sacrifice so that all guilt-ridden men, women, and  
  children may be set free from the bondage of sin.  Keep us mindful this 
  Lenten season of Your holy passion, that we may continually cling to the 
  cross of Christ.  In Jesus' name, 
People: Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                  Revelation 5:11-13 

("Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain.") 
 
      11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders 
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 

saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
      13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
 
Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 



ANTHEM       “Kyrie eleison”         Schubert-Eilers 
“The Glory of These Forty Days”      Josquin des Prez 

St. John Lutheran Choristers, Fraser, MI 
 
GOSPEL                    Matthew 21:15-26 

(The notorious criminal Barabbas is released.) 
 
      15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one 
prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 
17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 
you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that 
they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 
sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much 
because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which 
of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to 
them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be 
crucified!”23 And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Let him be crucified!” 
    24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 
he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man's blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us 
and on our children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 
delivered him to be crucified. 
 
Pastor:  O Lord, truly I am Your servant;  I am Your servant, the son of Your  
  maidservant; 
People: You have freed my from my chains. 
Pastor: The Lord's right hand is lifted high; the Lord's right hand has done mighty 
  things! 
People: I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done.  
  (Psalm 116:16; 118:16, 17) 
Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON HYMN           “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”       LSB 426 



 

 

 
 
HOMILY  

Rev. Dr. Peter Elliot, Associate Pastor 
St. John Lutheran Church and School, Fraser, MI 

 
GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 

 
VOLUNTARY       “O Christ, Thou Lamb of God”           Henry V. Gerike 
 
PRAYER  
During this Lenten season, we hear not only the echoes of the ages, but the echoes that ring against these very 

walls, as we pray the prayers of those who find their place in the stone, glass, wood, tile, paint or fresco of 
Historic Trinity. 

 
Pastor: Great are you, O Lord, and exceedingly worthy of praise; your power is 

immense, and your wisdom beyond reckoning. And so we men, who are 
part of your creation, long to praise you– we also carry our mortality 
about with us, carry the evidence of our sin and with it the proof that you 
thwart the proud. You arouse us so that praising you may bring us joy, 
because you have made us and drawn us to yourself, and our heart is 
restless until it rests in you…        ~St. Augustine (354-430 AD) 

People: Amen.        



Pastor: Lord, because you have made me, I owe you the whole of my love;  
because you have redeemed me, I owe you the whole of myself; because 
you have promised so much, I owe you my whole being. Moreover, I owe 
you as much more love than myself as you are greater than I, for whom 
you gave yourself and to whom you promised yourself. I pray you, Lord, 
make me taste by love what I taste by knowledge; let me know by love 
what I know by understanding. I owe you more than my whole self, but I 
have no more, and by myself I cannot render the whole of it to you. Draw 
me to you, Lord, in the fullness of your love. I am wholly yours by creation; 
make me all yours, too, in love.              ~ Saint Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109) 

People: Amen.  
Pastor: Dear Jesus, my longing is so great that I cannot express it in words. I know 

not how to ask. What more can I say? My suffering is greater than all my 
complaining. I cannot counsel myself with reason nor counsel myself with 
my own courage. Comfortless, helpless, and forsaken. I am completely at 
loss. My God you will not abandon my hope. You will hear my prayer and 
satisfy my desires. I will pray and wait for your grace. Hear me. Fulfill my 
hope.        ~ Martin Luther (1483- 1546) 

People: Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM                    “O Vos Omnes”              Croce-Snyder 

St. John Lutheran Choristers, Fraser, MI 
 
LENTEN BENEDICTION           from Isaiah 53 and Luke 15:5 
 
Pastor: May He Who was oppressed and afflicted; May He Who was led like  
  a lamb to the slaughter, and silent as a sheep to the slaughter; May He  
  upon whom was laid the iniquity of us all; May He—together with the  
  Father and the Holy Spirit—continue to carry us, His sheep, over His  
  shoulders, rejoicing. 
People: Amen. 

 



RECESSIONAL HYMN “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”         LSB 451 v. 2, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE              “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”          Ruth Garchow Mackie 


