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A Midweek Journey in 



 
April 6, 2022 

Who Wants Jesus to Die? 
Week Six: Pilate Wants Jesus to Die 

 

PRELUDE       “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”                          John Eggert 
 

AS WE GATHER 
"Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, 'if you let this man go, you are no friend 
of Caesar.  Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.'... Finally, Pilate handed Him over to 
them to be crucified."  (Jn 19:12,16)  Pilate desired to be neutral, to look the other way, safe-
guarding His political position without disruption. Christ was to Pilate, a problem.  In order to 
insulate Himself, Pilate had to allow this innocent man to die, giving in to the crowd. While 
Pilate’s cowardice doesn’t stand alone in the Passion Narrative, his was the gateway to the cross. 
 

OPENING HYMN            “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”  LSB 440 v.1-2, 4, 6 

 

 

 

 



INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
Pastor: Dear Jesus, our Savior and Lord,  
People: lead us to the time of Your passion; 
Pastor: lead us to the places You walked and the people You have encountered;  
People: lead us to Your cross; 
Pastor: to the place of crucifixion. 
People: Stay with us, Lord, as we witness Your suffering and listen to Your 
  Words. 
Pastor: At Calvary we become increasingly mindful of our sins and of Your  
  incredible love for us. 
People: Calvary is the place where You reveal Your perfect forgiveness. 
Pastor: In the midst of Christ's repulsive crucifixion, divine love confronts hatred; 
  divine forgiveness abolishes the consequence of sin; hope for humanity 
  begins anew.  
People: Lead us to take up our cross, to die, to live, to follow in Your  
  footsteps. 
Pastor: Lead us, Lord, 
People: to come to Your holy cross.  Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
Pastor: Do you acknowledge that you have sinned against God and deserve His 
  wrath and judgment? 
People: Yes, I am a sinner in need of God's grace and forgiveness.  I repent of 
  my sins---those known and unknown to me.  Turn me, O Spirit, from 
  my sinful ways and set me on the path of righteousness and  
  blessedness. 
Pastor: Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: "Christ Jesus 
  came into the world to save sinners."  (1 Timothy 1:15) 
People: Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
  may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.   
  (Hebrews 4:16) 
Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in  
  love.  (Psalm 103:8) 
People: Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for His  
  compassion never fails.  They are new every morning; great is Your 
  faithfulness.  (Lamentations 3:22-23) 



Pastor: The Lord says, "I am He who blots out your transgressions, for My own 
  sake,  
People: and remembers your sins no more."  (Isaiah 43:25) 
Pastor: Receive the forgiveness of our patient and compassionate God. On  
  Calvary's cross, Jesus bore the punishment and wrath of the Father that 
  we deserve.  He gives us generous forgiveness and strength to walk in His 
  ways. With this your confession, hear the word of the Lord: “I will  
  forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  
  (Jeremiah 31:34) 
People: E Amen. 
 
VERSE      “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”            LSB 434 v. 3 

 

 

 

 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, like Pilate, we are persuaded by voices who attempt to 
  annul Your divine Law and Gospel.  We give You thanks for Your holy  
  Church, that it may continually be a vessel through which Your Word of 
  truth is taught and proclaimed.  Help us to wisely discern between  
  counterfeit voices that repudiate Your Word, and voices that faithfully and 
  humbly preach the Word of God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING         1 Samuel 3:3b-10 
(God confronts Samuel in the night.) 

 
      3 Samuel was lying down in the temple of theLord, where the ark of God was. 
      4 Then the Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “Here 



I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay 
down. 
      6 And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to 
him. 
      8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 
boy.9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
      10 And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 

 
ANTHEM    “Glory Be to Jesus”       Burkhardt 

Our Savior Lutheran School, Lansing, MI 
 

GOSPEL                    John 19:1-16 
(God confronts Pilate with the words,  

"You would have no power over Me if it were not given to you from above.”) 
 
      1 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 4 Pilate went out again 
and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no 
guilt in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 
said to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they 
cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and 
crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, 
and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the Son of 
God.” 8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his 
headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You 
would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. 
Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 
      12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this 
man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes 
Caesar.”13 So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the 
judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14 Now it 



was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the 
Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify 
him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We 
have no king but Caesar.”16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. 
 
Pastor: Here is my servant, whom I uphold, My chosen one in whom I delight; I 
  will put my Spirit on Him and He will bring justice to the nations.  He will 
  not shout or cry out, or raise His voice in the streets....I, the Lord, have  
  called you in righteousness. 
People: He has called me. 
Pastor: I will take hold of your hand, I will keep you.  I will keep you and will  
  make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to 
  open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from 
  the dungeon those who sit in darkness.  (Isaiah 42:1, 2, 6, 7) 
 
SERMON HYMN       “Go to Dark Gethsemane”           LSB 436 v. 1-3 

 

 

 

 
 
HOMILY  

Rev. William Wangelin, Senior Pastor 
Our Savior Lutheran Church and School, Lansing, MI 



GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 

You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 
 
VOLUNTARY          “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”     Paul Manz 
 
PRAYER 
Pastor: O Lord, holy Father, show us what kind of man it is who is hanging for our 

sakes on the cross, whose suffering causes the rocks themselves to crack 
and crumble with compassion, whose death brings the dead back to life. 
Let my heart crack and crumble at the sight of him. Let my soul break 
apart with compassion for his suffering. Let it be shattered with grief at 
my sins for which he dies. And finally let it be softened with devoted love 
for him.                     ~St. Bonaventura (1217-1274) 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Lord, deprive me not of Your heavenly joys. Lord, deliver me from eternal 

torments. Lord, if I have sinned in mind or thought, in word or deed, 
forgive me. Lord, deliver me from all ignorance, forgetfulness, cowardice 
and stony insensibility. Lord, deliver me from every temptation. Lord, 
enlighten my heart which evil desires have darkened. Lord, I being human 
have sinned, but You being the generous God, have mercy on me, knowing 
the sickness of my soul. Lord, send Your grace to my help, that I may 
glorify Your holy Name. Lord Jesus Christ, write me Your servant in the 
Book of Life, and grant me a good end. O Lord my God, even though I have 
done nothing good in Your sight, yet grant me by Your grace to make a 
good start. Lord, sprinkle into my heart the dew of Your grace. Lord of 
heaven and earth remember me, Your sinful servant, shameful and 
unclean, in Your Kingdom.               ~St. John Chrysostom (347-407) 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Look upon us, O Lord, and let all the darkness of our souls vanish before 

the beams of Your brightness. Fill us with holy love, and open to us the 
treasures of Your wisdom. All our desire is known unto You, therefore 
perfect what You have begun, and what Your Spirit has awakened us to 
ask in prayer. We seek Your face, turn Your face to us and show us Your 
glory. Then shall our longing be satisfied, and our peace shall be perfect.   

People: Amen.          ~St. Augustine (354-430 AD) 
 



LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BELL ANTHEM            “The Hour Has Come”           Ingram 
 
LENTEN BENEDICTION               from Psalm 22 and Numbers 6:26 
Pastor: May He Who was forsaken, poured out like water, whose heart melted 
  like wax; May He Whose hands and feet were pierced, who was laid in the 
  dust of death; May He Who was surrounded and encircled, stared upon 
  and gloated over; May He—together with the Father and the Holy Spirit—
  surround us, yet look upon us with favor, and give us peace. 
People: Amen 

 
HYMN             “There is a Redeemer”        LSB 971 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 
POSTLUDE   “O Christ, You Walked the Road”             Matthew Machemer 


