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January 1, 2023 

 

PRELUDE    “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”      Paul Manz 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN      “Angels from the Realms of Glory”        LSB 367 

 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION Mt 28:19b 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 



Pastor: As inheritors of the promises to God’s Old Testament people through faith 
  in Christ, we know that He has become our Savior, born in Bethlehem to 
  start His sacrificial life, redeeming us from sin and death. Let us therefore 
  go to God’s throne of grace and confess our sins… 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we cannot remember Your Son’s birth without realizing that He  
  came to save us sinners. We confess, though, that we often hide our 
  sins from ourselves and think that You are unaware as well. Forgive 
  us for belittling the gravity of our rebellious nature. 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, 
People: we would prefer to see ourselves as people gathered around the  
  manger in quiet peace. We confess, though, that we often live as  
  prodigal brothers and sisters, running from You and Your will for us. 
  Forgive us for failing to hallow Your name with our words and  
  actions. 
Pastor: O Holy Spirit, 
People: we rejoice in the gift of faith You have planted within us. We confess, 
  though, that we have neglected to trust You for all we need in times 
  of testing. Forgive us and restore in us the joy of Your salvation. 
Pastor: Isaiah continues: In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His 

presence saved them; in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; He 
lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. Isaiah 63:9 Now in 
these last days God has redeemed all who call out to Him in the name of 
Jesus. He promises to lift us up and carry us into an eternal future. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, I am pleased to share this Good 
News: Your sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father and of the E Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: E Amen. 
 

THE INTROIT Jeremiah 31:15, 17; antiphon: Hosea 11:1 
Pastor: When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 

Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter 
weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted 
for her children, because they are no more.” There is hope for your future, 
declares the Lord, and your children shall come back to their own country. 

 

THE GLORIA PATRI                      LSB p. 186 
E Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 



CHRISTMAS KYRIE 
The Kyrie Eleison (“Lord have mercy”) for Christmas is drawn from the familiar Christmas tune  

“Coventry Carol”, first written in 1534 at the time of Luther. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Break Forth O Beauteous Heavenly Light”       LSB 378 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 



THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: 
    
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 

incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  E Amen. 
 
RESPONSE                  LSB 377 v. 3 

 

 

 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT              Isaiah 63:7-14  

(Remember the Lord’s steadfast love.) 
 
      7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all 
that the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has 
granted them according to his compassion, according to the abundance of his steadfast 
love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely.” And he 
became their Savior. 
      9 In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in his 
love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of 



old. 10 But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be their 
enemy, and himself fought against them. 11Then he remembered the days of old, of 
Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with the 
shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit, 12who 
caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who divided the waters before 
them to make for himself an everlasting name, 13who led them through the depths? Like 
a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. 14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So you led your people, to make for yourself a 
glorious name. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE             Galatians 4:4-7 

(The fullness of time has come.) 
 
Pastor: But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of 
  woman, born under the law, . . . 
HYMN                    LSB 390 v. 1 

E Let us all with gladsome voice Praise the God of heaven, 
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, His own Son hath given. 

 
Reader: . . . to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive  
  adoption as sons. 
HYMN                    LSB 390 v. 2 

E To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sadness, 
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes We may reign in gladness. 

 
Reader: And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our  
  hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
HYMN                    LSB 390 v. 3 

E We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder? 
Therefore praise God evermore Here on earth and yonder. 

 
Reader: So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
  God. 
HYMN                    LSB 390 v. 4 

E Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, Be Thou ever near us. 
Grant us now a glad new year. Amen, Jesus, hear us. 



 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL                       Matthew 2:13-23  

(The Holy Family flees to Egypt.) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the second chapter. 
People:  
 
  
 
   13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose 
and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, 
“Out of Egypt I called my son.”  
    16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 
17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
    18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”  
    19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a 
dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called 
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a 
Nazarene.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 
 
 
 



THE APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                      “What Child is This?”        LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON                 “If Only I Could…”         Galatians 4:4-7 
Rev. Alan Eisinger, Cathedral Pastor 

Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 



OFFERTORY                       WOV 646 v. 2 
E Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again; 

king forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 
Oh— star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 
GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Please consider support for the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 

 

VOLUNTARY          “Abide With Me”                Alec Rowley 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

E The Order of Holy Communion E 
 
 

THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 
People:  
 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Lam 3:41 
People:  
  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Ps 100:4 
People:  
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You 
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person 
of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25 



THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People: E Amen. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 
E O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 
DISTRIBUTION 

For those with health concerns, there are gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available. 
Communion will take place in two continuous lines at the altar. 

   
     “Once in Royal David’s City”       LSB 376 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS Lk 2:29-32                    LSB p. 199 



E Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
 

THE THANKSGIVING  
Pastor: We give You thanks Heavenly Father, that You have given us the precious 

gift of Your Son's body and blood in this holy gift.  Strengthen us with both 
forgiveness and life and enable us to celebrate Christmas every day in our 
lives, all throughout the year, as we live with the joy of our salvation.  We 
ask this in the name of Your Son, the Christ Child, Jesus. 

People: E Amen  
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 
Pastor: God is with us. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face 

shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The E Lord lift his countenance 
upon you and give you peace.     

People:  
 
 
RECESSIONAL  “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”       LSB 374 

 

 

 

 


