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December 31, 2022 
New Year’s Eve: Back to the Future 

PRELUDE                “Fanfare”      William Matthias 
 
AS WE GATHER 
The New Year is a time where we look back at our lives in the past year. We evaluate ourselves 
and determine whether the year was a success based on our accomplishments. We too will look 
forward to the newness of the year to come with excitement that our lives and our nation may 
become better. As we look back at our lives as a point of evaluation, so also we may look even 
further back to Christ and what He has already done for us even as we look forward to the New 
Year, and even further to life everlasting. Within the worship service, we gather together as the 
people of God looking back to Christ and finding in Him our salvation, while together looking 
forward with excitement toward our eternal home.  

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN         “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”        LSB 733 

 

 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day. 

 
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! 
 
INVOCATION  
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
People: E Amen. 
 

 LOOKING BACK ON WHAT CHRIST HAS DONE  



 

 

OPENING VERSES Psalm 29:1-2; 31:1-3 
 

We proclaim these Psalms looking back to what Christ has accomplished for us, but the original author of 
these Psalms, David, would have been looking forward to the coming of the Lord as it was promised to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The seed of the Messiah was then promised through the tribe of Judah of whom 
David was chosen as one from whom the Messiah would come. 

 

Pastor:  Ascribe to the Lord,  
People:  O heavenly beings, 
Pastor:  Ascribe to the Lord 
People:   glory and strength 
Pastor:  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name, 
People:  worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 
Pastor:  In you, O Lord, do I take refuge; 
People:  let me never be put to shame; 
Pastor:  in your righteousness  
People:  Deliver me! 
Pastor:  Incline your ear to me; 
People:  rescue me speedily! 
Pastor:  Be a rock of refuge for me, 
People:  a strong fortress to save me! 
Pastor:  For you are my rock 
People:  and my fortress; 
Pastor:  and for Your name’s sake 
People:  You lead me and guide me 

 
      LOOKING BACK AT OUR LIVES     

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor:  As we consider the year now past, let each of us look back at our lives and  

see those things which we have done in thought, word, and deed for which 
we need forgiveness, considering those things which cling so closely to us 
and confess them to God our Father. 
 

(Silence for prayer and reflection on the past year) 
 

People: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess 
unto Thee all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
Thee and justly deserved Thy temporal and eternal punishment. But 
I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
Thee of  Thy boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



 

 LOOKING FORWARD TO FORGIVENESS  
 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 
all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

People: E Amen.     John 20:19-23  
 
THE SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: 
    
 
 
PRAYER 
Pastor:  O Christ Jesus, the eyes of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob looked forward to  

Your coming and delighted in the promise of the Messiah. Our eyes now 
look back to what You have done for us on the cross and we see that our 
sins have been taken away. Renew in us the joy of Your salvation so that 
we may ever look back to You, the founder and perfecter of our faith, and 
look forward to our eternal life in heaven; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever.  

People: E Amen. 
 

   LOOKING BACK ON SCRIPTURE   
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING              Isaiah 52:1-10 
 
      1 Awake, awake, put on your strength, O Zion; put on your beautiful garments, O 
Jerusalem, the holy city; for there shall no more come into you the uncircumcised and 
the unclean. 2 Shake yourself from the dust and arise; be seated, O Jerusalem; loose the 
bonds from your neck, O captive daughter of Zion. 
      3 For thus says the Lord: “You were sold for nothing, and you shall be redeemed 
without money.” 4 For thus says the Lord God: “My people went down at the first into 
Egypt to sojourn there, and the Assyrian oppressed them for nothing. 5 Now therefore 
what have I here,” declares the Lord, “seeing that my people are taken away for nothing? 
Their rulers wail,” declares the Lord, “and continually all the day my name is despised. 6 
Therefore my people shall know my name. Therefore in that day they shall know that it 
is I who speak; here I am.” 



 

 

      7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who 
publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says 
to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8 The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 
together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 
      9 Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has 
comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of 
our God. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING        Hebrews 11:1-13, 12:1-2 
 
      1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For 
by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out 
of things that are visible. 
      4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through 
his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should 
not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was 
taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to 
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as 
yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he 
condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 
      8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith 
he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received 
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful 
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born 
descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of 
sand by the seashore. 
      13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers 
and exiles on the earth. 



 

     1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM          “Day By Day”             Scandinavian 

The Cathedral Choir; Alana Meeker, Flute 
 
GOSPEL READING         Matthew 25:1-13 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 
People:   
 
 
 
      1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at 
midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all 
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since 
there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for 
yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who 
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward 
the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I 
say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour. 

 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY            “O Christ, the Same” 



 

 

 
 
 

HOMILY     “Unseen Certainty”           Hebrews 11:1 
Rev. D. Lee Andrzejewski, Head Pastor 

Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 



 

OFFERTORY                LSB 390 v. 1, 4 

 

 
 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Please consider support for the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 

You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 
 
VOLUNTARY        “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”       W. T. Best 
 

 LOOKING UP IN PRAYER  
 

PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 LOOKING FORWARD TO GOD’S PROMISES  
 

THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 
People:  
  
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Lam 3:41 
People:  
  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Ps 100:4 
People:  
 



 

 

PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor:  It is truly meet, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You Holy Lord, Almighty God for You have been the 
one whom Your people have looked to for redemption from the Fall until 
now. Guide all people now to look to You in the New Year and find their 
hope renewed unto eternal life through Jesus Christ. Therefore, with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS Is 6:3                     LSB p. 195 

E Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25 

 

THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People: E Amen. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

For those with health concerns, there are gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available. 
Communion will take place in two continuous lines at the altar. 



 

              “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born”        LSB 624 

 

 

 
 

The veil is torn, our Priest we see, As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive The bread of immortality. 

 

The body of God’s Lamb we eat, A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours His quenching blood that life restores. 

 

With cherubim and seraphim Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS                     LSB p. 199 
E Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

 LOOKING FORWARD TO GOD’S BLESSING  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray, O Lord, Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for the boundless 

goodness which You have given us throughout this past year and for the 
blessing of Your body and blood which You instituted for us to eat and to 
drink for the binding up of our faith when we are weak. Continue to give 



 

 

us every blessing in the new year and guide us to look to You for all our 
needs.  

People:  E Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION Num 6:22-26 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; the E Lord turn His face toward you and give you 
peace." ' 

People:   
 

 
 

ANTHEM   “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”            Lutkin 
     (A Choral Blessing for the New Year)               The Cathedral Choir 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                 “Abide with Me”              LSB 878 v. 1-2, 4-6 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE               “Coronation March”             Giacomo Meyerbeer 


