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God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 



 
March 12, 2023 

PRELUDE     “Grand Chorus in March Form”             Alexandre Guilmant  
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN              “Drawn to the Cross”         LSB 560 

 

 

 
 
INVOCATION Mt 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Romans 5:6, 8, adapted 
Pastor: While we were still weak, 
People: at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
Pastor: God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
People: Christ died for us.  
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: We are gathered to hear God's Word, to call upon Him in prayer and to lift 
  up our hearts in praise. In His Word we are found, first, to be sinners,  
  transgressors of God's laws, spiritually blind and dead. We cannot free 
  ourselves from sin and death. That same divine Word, however, reveals a 



  merciful God. Therefore we do not flee from Him but return to Him,  
  confessing our sins and looking for His pardon and forgiveness. We have 
  such confidence and boldness that He will forgive simply because He said 
  so. Therefore let us approach Him now in true repentance and faith,  
  saying, God be merciful to me, a sinner. 
People: Lord God, like Your people in the wilderness complaining of thirst, 
  we confess our lack of trust in You; like the Samaritan woman at the 
  well we wrongly expect only Your judgment and wrath. As You  
  quenched the thirst of Your people with water from a Rock and  
  welcomed the Samaritan woman to faith, forgiveness, and   
  fellowship, so come to us in Your mercy. Grant us Your forgiveness. 
  Refresh us in the living water of Your grace, and grant us peace.   
Pastor: "The water that I will give will become a spring of water welling up to  
  eternal life." John 4:14, adapted Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of 
  my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the  
  grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
  Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
  of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 
THE INTROIT from Psalm 95 
Pastor/Choir: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of 

our salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us 
make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! Oh come, let us worship 
and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
 

THE GLORIA PATRI          

 
THE KYRIE Mt 9:27, 15:22 

E Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
LENTEN VERSE       tune: LSB 686 v. 1-2 



 
THE SALUTATION 2 Tim 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: 
    
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Almighty God, because You know that we of ourselves have no strength to 
  obey Your commands, that we walk as the blind if You do not guide, that 
  we are in darkness if You do not give us light, keep our hearts and minds 
  from all evil thoughts, our tongues from evil words, our hands and feet 
  from evil actions, and defend our bodies from all harm and danger, that 
  we may serve You in faith and walk as children of light.   We pray through 
  Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
People: E Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Halfway through our Lenten journey to the cross this Third Sunday in 

Lent, we are reminded of the sinful waywardness of humanity and that 
despite our unfaithfulness, God answers with His grace. From the 
wilderness wandering in Exodus and His providing water from a rock to a 
grumbling people, to the Epistle truth of Him saving us even while we 



were sinners, to the Gospel where upon meeting a marginalized Samaritan 
woman Jesus would give the gift of living water that brings eternal life, we 
are also reminded of our own waywardness and sin. Yet through it all, our 
own hunger and thirst for righteousness and forgiveness are always met 
by the gift of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT                Exodus 17:1-7  
(Water from the Rock) 

 
    1 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by 
stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there 
was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and 
said, "Give us water to drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the LORD?"  
    3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and 
said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock 
with thirst?"  
    4So Moses cried to the LORD, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready 
to stone me."  
    5And the LORD said to Moses, "Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the 
elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 
Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, 
and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink." And Moses did so, in the sight 
of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because 
of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, "Is 
the LORD among us or not?" 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                  Romans 5:1-8  
(Justified by faith.) 

 
    1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given 
to us.  



    6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one 
will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would 
dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM @9am      “Jesus Is My Heart”s Delight”        J. S. Bach 

The Cathedral Choir 
 

GOSPEL                     John 4:5-30, 39-42 
(The Samaritan woman at the well) 

 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 
People:  
 
 
 
      5So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting 
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.  
    7A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8(For his 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, "How 
is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" ( For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water." 11The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and 
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father 
Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock." 
13Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give 
him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 15The woman said to 
him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw 
water."  
    16Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." 17The woman answered him, "I 
have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said 
is true." 19The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought 
to worship." 21Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 



this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 
the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth." 25The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming 
(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things." 26Jesus said to her, "I who 
speak to you am he."  
    27Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but 
no one said, "What do you seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?" 28So the woman left 
her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29"Come, see a man who told 
me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" 30They went out of the town and were coming 
to him….  
    39Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, "He 
told me all that I ever did." 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay 
with them, and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 
42They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we 
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world." 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 
 
 
CONFESSION OF THE LUTHERAN FAITH  

The Small Cathecism. Martin Luther’s Q&A. 
 

Pastor: Why did Christ humble Himself? 
People: Christ voluntarily humbled Himself in order to "redeem me, a lost 

and condemned person." 
Pastor: From what has Christ redeemed you? 
People: He has redeemed me "from all sins, from death, and from the power 

of the devil." 
Pastor: How has Christ redeemed you from all sins? 
People: He took my guilt and punishment upon Himself. 
Pastor: How has Christ rescued you from death? 
People: Through His suffering, death, and resurrection, Christ has triumphed 

over death.  Since He now gives me eternal life I need not fear death. 
Pastor: How has Christ rescued you from the power of the devil? 
People: Christ has completely conquered the devil.  Therefore the devil can 

no longer accuse me of my sins, and I can resist his temptations. 



Pastor: With what has Christ redeemed you? 
People: Christ has redeemed me, "not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
  precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death." 
Pastor: How does this work of redemption benefit you? 
People: Christ was my substitute.  He took my place under God's judgment 
  against sin.  By paying the penalty of my guilt, Christ atoned, or made 
  satisfaction, for my sins.  
Pastor: Has Christ redeemed only you? 
People: No, Christ has redeemed me and all people. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      “My Song is Love Unknown”     LSB 430 v. 1-4, 7 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 

SERMON               “Peace Where There is No Peace”          Romans 5:1-8 
Rev. Alan Eisinger, Cathedral Pastor 

Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 



OFFERTORY Ps 104:14-15       “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord”       LSB 955  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Please consider support for the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 
You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 

 
VOLUNTARY                   “My Song Is Love Unknown”          Karl Osterland 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
10:30am continues with the Benediction 

E The Order of Holy Communion E 
@9:00am 



THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 
People:  
  
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Lam 3:41 
People:  
  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Ps 100:4 
People:  
 
 

 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, for You have brought to us the gift of Your salvation in our lives. 
Above all, we bless You and give thanks for the limitless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son as the fulfillment of Your great 
promises. Together with angels and archangels and with all who rejoice in 
the courts of heaven, we praise Your glorious name.  

 
SANCTUS Is 6:3                     LSB p. 195 

E Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25 
 
THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19 
 
Pastor: The peace of Lord be with you all. 
People: E Amen. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 
E O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION 
For those with health concerns, there is non-alcoholic white wine and gluten free wafers in the center of each tray. 

TWO STATION COMMUNION: 
If you would like to receive communion at the altar, take the path to the left before the chancel step.  

If you would like to receive communion in a continuous line, take the path to the right before the chancel step. 
 

          “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken”        LSB 648 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS Lk 2:29-32                    LSB p. 199 
E Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 



 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Almighty and ever-living God, we thank You for having fed us with the 
body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, assuring us that we are truly 
members of His Body, the Church. Be among us with Your sacred, 
forgiving gifts, O Lord, and enlighten us by the working of Your Holy Spirit 
that we may continue in this fellowship and do the good works You desire 
us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, to whom, with you and 
the same Spirit, be all honor and glory, forever and ever. 

People: E Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION Num. 6:24-26  
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you.  The E Lord lift his countenance upon you and 
give you peace.     

People:  
 

 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN        “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”        LSB 427 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE      “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”        David Cherwien 


