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 Who shall separate us  
          from the love of Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Romans 8:35 

 
 
 

 



 
July 30, 2023 

PRELUDE           “Fugue in E-flat”         J. S. Bach 
(“St. Anne”) 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                     “Holy, Holy, Holy”         LSB 507 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION Mt 28:19 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  Deuteronomy 7:9; Romans 8:28 
Pastor: The LORD your God is God, 
People: the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those 
  who love Him and keep His commandments 
Pastor: All things work together for good, 
People: for those who are called according to His purpose.  



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: God's love is unconditional. We confess our sins, not to become worthy of 
  His love, but because He promises to forgive. 
People: Of Your great love, have mercy on us. 
Pastor: We confess how our love has grown cold; that often we require others to 
  earn our love. 
People: Of Your great love, O Lord, forgive us. 
Pastor: Let us lay all our sin and every failing before the Lord with sincere faith in 
  His promised mercy and grace. 
People: In Your great love, O Lord, free us from our sin. 
Pastor: Thus says the Lord God, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” Almighty 

God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: E Amen. 

 
THE INTROIT Psalm 105:2–5; antiphon: Psalm 105:1 
Pastor/Choir: Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon His name; make known His deeds 

among the peoples! Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell of all His 
wondrous works! Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who seek 
the LORD rejoice! Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His presence 
continually! Remember the wondrous works that He has done, 
His miracles, and the judgments He uttered. 

 

THE GLORIA PATRI          

 
 

THE KYRIE Mt 9:27, 15:22 
E Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Light of Light, O Sole Begotten”        LSB 914 



 

 

 

 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 

 
THE SALUTATION 2 Tim 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: 
    
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: You treasure us, O Lord, and You steadfastly love Your chosen people. In 

the midst of even the worst things that can happen to us, we are more 
than conquerors through the love of Jesus. Help us to know the peace that 
Your presence brings in the midst of our troubles, and guide us toward the 
kingdom You promised; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: E Amen. 

 



OLD TESTAMENT READING                Deuteronomy 7:6–9  
(God chooses His people out of love.) 

 
      6"For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you 
to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of 
the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the 
LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is 
because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that 
the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the LORD your 
God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love 
him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations. 

 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE            Romans 8:28–39  

(For those who love God, all things work together for good.) 

 

      28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers.30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
      31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for 
us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your 
sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
      37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 



ANTHEM @10:30am       “Jesus Is My Heart's Delight”        J. S. Bach 
The Cathedral Choir 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                    Matthew 13:44–52 

(Three parables of the Kingdom) 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
People:  
 
 
      

      44"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  
    45"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, on 
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.  
    47"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and 
sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the close of the 
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them 
into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
    "Have you understood all these things?" They said to him, "Yes." 52And he said to them, 
"Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master 
of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old." 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 

 
 
CONFESSION OF THE LUTHERAN FAITH  

Smalcald Articles. Part II, Article I: The first and chief article. 
 

Pastor:  That Jesus Christ, our God and Lord, died for our sins, and was raised 
again for our justification (Rom. 4:25). 

People: And He alone is the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the 
world, (John 1:29); and God has laid upon Him the iniquities of us all 
(Is. 53:6). 

Pastor: Likewise: All have sinned and are justified without merit freely, and 
without their own works or merits by His grace,  

People: through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, in His blood (Rm. 3:23). 



Pastor: Now, since it is necessary to believe this, and it cannot be otherwise 
acquired or apprehended by any work, law, or merit, it is clear and certain 
that this faith alone justifies us as St. Paul says, (Rom. 3:28):  

People: “For we conclude that a man is justified by faith, without the deeds of 
the Law”. Likewise: “That He might be just, and the Justifier of him 
which believeth in Christ.” (Rom. 3:26) 

Pastor: Of this article nothing can be yielded or surrendered, nor can anything be 
granted or permitted contrary to the same, even though heaven and earth, 
and whatever will not abide, should sink to ruin.  

People” “For there is none other name under heaven, given among men 
whereby we must be saved”, says Peter (Acts 4:12). And with His 
stripes we are healed (Is. 53:5).  

Pastor: And upon this article all things depend which we teach and practice. 
 
SERMON HYMN             “Before the Throne of God Above”       LSB 574 

 

 

 
 

Behold Him there! The risen Lamb! My perfect, spotless righteousness, 
The great unchangeable I AM, The King of glory and of grace! 

 

At one with Him, I cannot die, My soul is purchased by His blood; 
My life is hid with Christ on high, With Christ, my Savior and my God. 

Tune: © 1971 Faber Music Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 
 

SERMON   “When Bad is Turned into Good”           Romans 8:28 
Rev. Alan Eisinger, Cathedral Pastor 

Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 



OFFERTORY Ps 51:10-12                   
E Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Please consider support for the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 

You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 
 
VOLUNTARY                 “Holy, Holy, Holy”             Healey Willan 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1982 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 
Pastor: Giver of every perfect gift, You shape my life from womb to grave. Reveal 

Your good and gracious will that plants me in this time and place. Display 
the gifts assigned to me, make them a witness to Your name. You planned 
and know the gifts I have; Creator, God, from You they come, unique and 
special, from Your heart, intended for a chosen role. Thrill me to find and 
recognize the talents only You can give. Revealing Word, sent Son of God, 
Proclaimer of the Kingdom's dawn, it is for You, because of You, that every 
talent is bestowed. You have a plan for me to fill, a purpose for this life of 
mine. Enabling Spirit, Gift of gifts, empower me, stir up my faith, make me 
an instrument of grace, of mercy, blessing, peace, and joy. Let me not miss 
another day in seeing what Your gifts can do.  

~Jaroslav Vajda (1919-2008. Lutheran hymn writer) 
 
 
 

People: 



 

 

 
 

Pastor: Lord, deprive me not of Your heavenly joys. Lord, deliver me from eternal 
torments. Lord, if I have sinned in mind or thought, in word or deed, 
forgive me. Lord, deliver me from all ignorance, forgetfulness, cowardice 
and stony insensibility. Lord, deliver me from every temptation. Lord, 
enlighten my heart which evil desires have darkened. Lord, I being human 
have sinned, but You being the generous God, have mercy on me, knowing 
the sickness of my soul. Lord, send Your grace to my help, that I may 
glorify Your holy Name. Lord Jesus Christ, write me Your servant in the 
Book of Life, and grant me a good end. O Lord my God, even though I have 
done nothing good in Your sight, yet grant me by Your grace to make a 
good start. Lord, sprinkle into my heart the dew of Your grace. Lord of 
heaven and earth remember me, Your sinful servant, shameful and 
unclean, in Your Kingdom. Amen.              ~St. John Chrysostom (347-407) 

 

 

 

 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, hurry. Do not delay in bringing the blessed day when the 

hope of the happy redemption will be fulfilled. For this reason you have 
asked us to pray: Your kingdom come. Since you have so commanded us to 
pray, give us grace and help to pray diligently, firmly believing that we 
shall finally come to such glory. Continually mortify this old body that we 

People: 

People: 



may finally receive a new body not so full of sin nor so inclined to all 
manner of evil as the life we now live. Give us bodies that will not become 
sick, nor suffer persecutions, nor die. Give us bodies redeemed from all 
temporal and spiritual misery, like your own glorified body, dear Jesus. 
Grant that the glad and blessed day of our redemption and glorification 
may come soon, and that we may realize it as we now hear and believe 
your Word. Hurry, we pray.                 ~ Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
Pastor:  Be at peace, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with 

them all. See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do 
good to one another and to everyone. And may you… 

People: Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks in all 
circumstances;  

Pastor: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. 
Do not despise prophecies, but test everything;  

People: and hold fast to what is good.  
 
BENEDICTION Num. 6:24-26 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The E Lord lift his countenance upon you and 
give you peace.     

People:  
 
 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                    “How Firm a Foundation”             LSB 728 v. 1-2, 4-5 



 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE       “A Mighty Fortress (Finale)”          Karl Osterland 


