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My thoughts are higher than 

your thoughts. 
~God 

    (Isaiah 55:9) 

 

 



 
September 24, 2023 

 

PRELUDE                      “We Praise You, O God”   Emma Lou Diemer 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN           “We Praise You, O God”       LSB 785 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION Mt 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: E Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 27:1, 4a, 5 
Pastor: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
People: The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
Pastor: One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
People: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
Pastor: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; 
People: He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high 

upon a rock. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 27:6, 9; Isaiah 55:6–7 
Pastor: As we come to the house of the Lord, we know that we are unworthy of 

God’s love. We have sinned against friends and families, neighbors and co-
workers. 

People: We have not loved God with our whole heart. We have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We have grumbled against God and His 
authorities. We have sought selfish desires instead of God’s will. 

Pastor: We turn to God in repentance and implore Him for mercy. Lord, hide not 
Your face from us. Turn not Your servants away in anger. 

People: Do not forsake us, O God of our salvation! 
Pastor: The prophet Isaiah writes, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call 

upon Him while He is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He may 
have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” 
The Lord is near to you. He has drawn near in the person of Jesus Christ, 
whose death and resurrection bring forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: E Amen. 
 
THE INTROIT Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16; antiphon: Psalm 116:17 
Pastor/Choir: I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the 

Lord. What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to me? I will lift up 
the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints. O Lord, I am your servant.  

 
THE GLORIA PATRI          

 
THE KYRIE Mt 9:27, 15:22 

E Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE    “This is the Feast”     LSB p. 171 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

THE SALUTATION 2 Tim 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: 
    
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, You are the Author of life. Direct us in our 

vocations that we may serve You in humble gratitude, seeking unity and 
peace with all people, which is ours by the blood of Christ; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: E Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING              Isaiah 55:6–9 

(“Seek the Lord... He is near”) 
 
      6 “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that 
he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 9 For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 

(“To live is Christ, to die is gain.”) 
 
      12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 
advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard 



and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having 
become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the 
word without fear…  
      19For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 
will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not 
be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 
body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am 
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 
23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that 
is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced 
of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in 
the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of 
my coming to you again.  
    27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 
and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with 
one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything 
by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, 
and that from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should 
not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that 
you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM @9am  “Jesus, Sun of Life, My Splendor”    George Frederick Handel 

The Cathedral Choir 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                     Matthew 20:1–16 

(Parable of the vineyard laborers) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 
People:  
 
 
 
    1"For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a 
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he 
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, 'You go into the 



vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.' 5So they went. Going out again about 
the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he 
went out and found others standing. And he said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all 
day?' 7They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You go into the 
vineyard too.' 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
'Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.' 9And 
when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 
10Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of 
them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the 
house, 12saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' 13But he replied to one of 
them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?' 16So the last will be first, and the first last." 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 

 
 
THE NICENE CREED @9:00am 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven; and was incarnate by 

the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 



THE ORDER OF HOLY BAPTISM @10:30am                LSB 595 v. 5 

E Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, Be praised for this blest mystery: 
    That Word and water thus revive And join us to Your Tree of Life. 

Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 
 

Baptized in God’s House today is Luka Robert Lafata  
His parents are Giuseppe Lafata and Sara Lawton 

His godparents are Brandon Lawton and Rosy Lafata 
 
SERMON HYMN   “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”       LSB 621 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

ST. AMBROSE           “A Voice on Meditation”                        Psalm 143:5 
Rev. D. Lee Andrzejewski, Head Pastor 

Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 



OFFERTORY Ps 51:10-12                   
E Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Please consider continuing to support the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift.  

You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 
 

VOLUNTARY           “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”    Johannes Brahms 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

10:30am continues with the benediction  

E The Order of Holy Communion E 
@9:00am 

 
THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 
People:  
  
 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Lam 3:41 
People:  
  
 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Ps 100:4 
People:  
 
 
 
 



Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have graciously blessed 
us through the Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who for our sake 
died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death. Confident 
of His compassion for us, faithfully and continually learning of Him, and 
rejoicing in the company of the saints on earth and those above, we laud 
and magnify Your holy name, praise You and singing: 

 
SANCTUS Is 6:3                     LSB p. 195 

E Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life. We give You thanks for the 
redemption and forgiveness that overflows from the cross of Christ and is 
present in this Sacrament. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may faithfully 
eat and drink Christ’s body and blood, forgiving others as we have been 
forgiven. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25 
 
THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19 
 
Pastor: The peace of Lord be with you all. 
People: E Amen. 
 
THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 
E O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 
DISTRIBUTION 

For those with health concerns, there is non-alcoholic white wine and gluten free wafers in the center of each tray. 
TWO STATION COMMUNION: 

If you would like to receive communion at the altar, take the path to the left before the chancel step.  
If you would like to receive communion in a continuous line, take the path to the right before the chancel step. 



  “The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place”       LSB 838 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1996 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

DISMISSAL 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE         LSB p. 164 

 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, for the benefits of forgiveness, peace, 

and unity You have given us in this Sacrament. Strengthen us to forgive 
others as we have been forgiven in this Meal, through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: E Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION Num. 6:24-26  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The E Lord lift his countenance upon you and 
give you peace.     

People:  
 
 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN   “Holy, Holy, Holy”         LSB 507 

 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE     “Holy, Holy, Holy”            Jeffrey Blersch 


