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“Behold, I am making 
all things new.” 

Revelation 21:5 

 



 

 
 

December 31, 2023 
New Year’s Eve: Resolutions 

 
PRELUDE         “March of Time”           Karl Osterland 
 

AS WE GATHER 
New Year’s is a time of resolutions. We reflect on the year that has passed, and resolve to make 
changes for the future. But in an unpredictable, ever-changing World, how are we to know what 
we are to do? God resolved to reveal Himself to us by giving His Law, so that we would know His 
will for us, that we wouldn’t have to live our lives in uncertainty under a hidden God. Though, in 
our sinful, fallen state, we fall short of this will, God resolved to send His Son; to set us free from 
sin and sorrow. He obeyed His Father’s will, and fulfilled God’s good pleasure by redeeming us in 
His death and resurrection. Now, having been united to Christ by His Word and Sacraments, we 
resolve to keep God’s Law as new people through the power of the Holy Spirit; to love His Law, 
delight in His Word, and walk in His ways. 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN         “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”        LSB 733 

 

 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day. 

 
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! 
 
INVOCATION  
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the E Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
People: E Amen. 



 

 

OPENING VERSES Psalm 19:7-9, 86:11, 119:105; Proverbs 9:10; John 17:17 
Pastor: The law of the Lord is perfect reviving the soul. 
People: The testimony of the Lord is sure making wise the simple. 
Pastor: The precepts of the Lord are right rejoicing the heart. 
People: The commandment of the Lord is pure enlightening the eyes. 
Pastor: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom 
People: and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 
Pastor: Unite my heart to fear your name that I may walk in your truth. 
People: Sanctify us in the truth Your Word is truth. 
Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet 
People: and a light to my path. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor:  As we consider the year past, let us each reflect on our lives. Let us 

consider those holy resolutions that God has granted to us that we have 
failed to carry out, as well as those evils we resolved to do in thought, 
word, and deed, for which we need forgiveness. The Lord asks His 
children to make a difference in their world by the things they say, the 
lives they live, and the way they love. 

People: Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 

Pastor: “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it 
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, 
let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16 

People:   Gracious Lord, heavenly Father, as You once blessed the little 
children, now bless us.  Like Peter, we have the desire to serve you 
with all our heart, soul, and mind.  Our spirit is willing, but our 
resolve is weak.  Receive and bless the lives we offer.  Forgive the 
days we stumble, and renew us according to Your will.  Apart from 
You we can do nothing. 

Pastor: Jesus has not left us alone.  As He promised, He has given us His Holy 
Spirit.  To all who receive Him by Grace through faith, “He gives the right 
to be called children of God, to everyone who believe in His name… for of 
His fullness we have all received grace upon grace.  For the Law was given 
through Moses but grace and truth are received through Jesus Christ.”  
(John 1)   

People: E Amen.     John 20:19-23 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE              “O Christ, the Same” 



 

 



 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING           Leviticus 19:1-4, 9-18 
(Love the Lord. Love your neighbor) 

 
      1 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to all the congregation of the people of 
Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. 3 Every one of 
you shall revere his mother and his father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am 
the Lord your God. 4 Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I 
am the Lord your God… 
    9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its 
edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you shall not strip 
your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall 
leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God. 
      11 “You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 12 You 
shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord. 
      13 “You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall 
not remain with you all night until the morning. 14 You shall not curse the deaf or put a 
stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the Lord. 
      15 “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the 
great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around as a 
slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the life of your 
neighbor: I am the Lord. 
      17 “You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with 
your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear 
a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself: I am the Lord. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING           Romans 13:8-14 

(Love each other) 
 
      8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
      11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far 



 

gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, 
not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM                      “Day by Day”            Scandinavian

   The Cathedral Choir 
 
GOSPEL READING               John 15:12-17 

(No greater love than this) 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
People:   
 
 
 
    12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater 
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that 
I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      “Abide with Me”              LSB 878 v. 1-2, 4-6 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

HOMILY           “What’s in Store for ’24?”        Joshua 3:2, 4-5 
Rev. Peter Nickel, Cathedral Pastor 
Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 

 
OFFERTORY                LSB 390 v. 1, 4 

 

 
 

 



 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Please consider support for the work of the Lord at Historic Trinity with a sacrificial gift. 

You can donate at historictrinity.org/give, or mail to 1345 Gratiot Ave, Detroit, MI 48207. 
 

VOLUNTARY                   “O Christ the Same”          Henry Coleman 
 

PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 
People:  
  
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Lam 3:41 
People:  
  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Ps 100:4 
People:  
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor:  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is the Alpha and the Omega, the first 
and the last, the beginning and the end, in whom all our days are made 
holy by His abiding presence. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS Is 6:3                     LSB p. 195 
E Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 



 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25 

 

THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
People: E Amen. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 
E O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 
DISTRIBUTION 

For those with health concerns, there are gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic white wine available. 
Communion will take place in two continuous lines at the altar. 

 

                   “Amazing Grace”         LSB 744 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1s–4s): © 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

DISMISSAL 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS                     LSB p. 199 
E Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 



 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray, O Lord, Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for the boundless 

goodness which You have given us throughout this past year and for the 
blessing of Your body and blood which You instituted for us to eat and to 
drink for the binding up of our faith when we are weak. Continue to give 
us every blessing in the new year and guide us to look to You for all our 
needs.  

People:  E Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION Num 6:22-26 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; the E Lord turn His face toward you and give you 
peace." ' 

People:   
 

 
 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                   “Rock of Ages”            LSB 761 

 

 

 
 

POSTLUDE     “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”            Healey Willan 


