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For God so loved… 



 
March 1, 2026 

PRELUDE                  “Vater unser”           Johann Ludwig Krebs 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”  LSB 819 v. 1, 3-5 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

INVOCATION Mt 28:19 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the d Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: D Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 105:8; 121:2 
Pastor: The LORD our God remembers His covenant forever, 
People: the word that He commanded, for a thousand generations. 



Pastor: My help comes from the LORD, 
People: who made heaven and earth.  
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Today, while we hear the great promises of God first given to Abram of 

old, we recall the promises we have made to others—to spouse, to 
children, to friends, and co-workers—and to God, especially those 
promises we have broken that have proved our unfaithfulness. Apart from 
God's mercy and grace our sin cripples even our best intentions and we 
fail in our love of God and of neighbor. Therefore let us confess our sin and 
flee for refuge to the only God who promises forgiveness and new life in 
Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and give us new 
  life according to Your own word and promise. Amen. 
Pastor: “Blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” Ro 4:8 
  Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and  
  ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
  and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
  you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the d Son and of the  
  Holy Spirit. 
People: D Amen. 
 

THE INTROIT from Psalm 121  
Pastor/Choir: I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help 

comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. The Lord will keep you 
from all evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your going out and 
your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 
 

THE GLORIA PATRI          

 
THE KYRIE Mt 9:27, 15:22 

D Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  



LENTEN VERSE                  LSB 801 v. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 

THE SALUTATION 2 Tim 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
People: 

    
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty 

power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and 
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  D Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT               Genesis 12:1-9  

(God's Promises to Abram) 

 

      1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, 



and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
      4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, 
and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. 
When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at 
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then 
the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built 
there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill 
country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9 And 
Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE                 Romans 4:1-8, 13-17  
(Promises call forth faith) 

 

      1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his 
due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his 
faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to 
whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless 
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord 
will not count his sin.” 
      13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 
come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 
      16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



ANTHEM @10:30am        “God So Loved the World”               John Stainer 
         (Crucifixion)         The Cathedral Choir 

 
GOSPEL                      John 3:1-17  

(The promise of your Baptism.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
People:  
 
 
 
      1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This 
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can 
he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The 
wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
      9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you 
the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not 
receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 
    16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  
 

 
 
THE APOSTLES CREED 



I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “What Wondrous Love is This”        LSB 543 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON               “Free Will Hunting”            Romans 4:16 
Rev. D. Lee Andrzejewski, Head Pastor 

Historic Trinity Lutheran Church 

OFFERTORY Ps 51:10-12         LSB p. 192 
D   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 



 GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
     We continue to gather offerings utilizing the offering receptacles (the back of the church and                          
                                at the Gratiot entrance in the parish hall), through the mail, and online. 

 
VOLUNTARY                        “What Wondrous Love”          Karl Osterland 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

9:00am continues with the Benediction 

d The Order of Holy Communion d 
@10:30am 

 
THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Tim. 4:22 
People:  
  
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Lam 3:41 
People:  
  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Ps 100:4 
People:  
 
 

 
Pastor: It is good and right and our pleasant duty, O Lord, to stand with Abraham 

of old and all the saints who have trusted in Your Word and rejoiced to see 
Your promise fulfilled, that in Christ, our Savior, we who are born anew 
from death to life in Holy Baptism may, by Your grace, manifest this new 
identity in holiness of life and speech, praising You with angels and 
archangels, with patriarchs and prophets, with apostles and evangelists, 
and with all the company of heaven, magnifying Your glorious name and 
praising You now and forevermore, saying: 



SANCTUS Is 6:3                     LSB p. 195 
D Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Co 11:23-25 
 
THE PAX DOMINI Jn 20:19 
 
Pastor: The peace of Lord be with you all. 
People: D Amen. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI Jn 1:29                    LSB p. 198 
D O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 
DISTRIBUTION 

For those with health concerns, there is non-alcoholic white wine and gluten free wafers in the center of each tray. 
TWO STATION COMMUNION: 

If you would like to receive communion at the altar, take the path to the left before the chancel step.  
If you would like to receive communion in a continuous line, take the path to the right before the chancel step. 

 

     “God Loved the World So That He Gave”        LSB 571 

 

 

 



If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 
D  Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, Be praise now and eternally! 

 
DISMISSAL 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS Lk 2:29-32                    LSB p. 199 

 

D Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Loving and giving God, You have again welcomed us at Your Table and 

have blessed us with a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal 
Kingdom. We thank You for the gift of Your body and blood which now 
strengthens us and keeps us assured of Your love for us. Bless us through 
this divine gift that we may live with boldness and confidence even in 
times of earthly sorrow and disappointment. May Your Holy Spirit 
enlighten us with His gifts that we may be people who rejoice in Your 
promises and live to Your glory. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our 
Savior. 

People: D Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION Num. 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The d Lord lift his countenance upon you and give 
you peace.     

People:  
 
 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN    “Amazing Grace”        LSB 744 



 

 

 
Text (sts. 1s–4s): © 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002502 

 
POSTLUDE    “Prelude and Fugue in D Minor”            attr. J. S. Bach 


